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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Tur Firſi of theſe Diſcourſes was delivered to the Author's own 
Charge, on a Faſt-day, (Oct. 23d. 1799.) before the Communion. 
The Subject having been choſen, and the Diſcourſe compoſed, on 
the preceding day, and amidſt avocations, — candour will make 
ample allowance for it's defects. The Divine Spirit was pleaſed to 
grant much liberty in the delivery of the Sermon; and the Author 
has ground to think that the ſame Spirit made it uſeful to ſome of 
his hearers, The requeſt for it's publication was ſpeedy, general, 
and urgent. The Author declined compliance, for various 
reaſons; and particularly, when his Friends expreſſed an earneſt 
wiſh that the Diſcourſe might be publiſhed, exa&@ly as it was Delivered. 
— During ſeveral months, he had no deſign to publiſh it. But, the 
repeated and preſſing ſolicitations of his hearers have induced him to 
comply with their wiſhes fully, Except a few illuſtrations, which 
were either omitted in the Delivery through want of time, or 
eſcaped the memory; and ſome extempore thoughts which cannot 
now be recollected, —the Diſcourſe is publiſhed, almoſt verbatim, 
as it was firſt written and delivered, It may not be impro- 
per to add, that though the Author, as was his duty, endeavoured 
to bring home the Subject to his own audience; the Subject is 
equally applicable to Careleſs Profeſſors of every Denomination, How 
melancholy the thought, that the purer their profeflion, the greater 
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ADYERTISEMENT. 

perhaps is the danger of their truſting in it; and that in proportion 
to the number of Profeſſors, hypocrites are uſually multiplied ! But, 
« the Lord knoweth them that a are his; and « let a man, every 
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man ©« examine himfelf/*” AACTITAS 


With reſpe& to the ſecond Diſcourſe, which was delivered from 
the Pulpit of my much-eſteemed brother, the Rev. JAMES STEviny 
of Crown-court, before the Miffionary Society, at their Public Prayer- 
meetings (Jan. 6th. 1800.) —ſeveral friends importunately deſired that 
it might be publiſhed along with the other. This Addreſs was, 
alſo, compoſed without the remoteſt view to publication; and it is 
nom "ſubmitted to the public eye without any material change · 
Two er three ſhort patagraphs, and 4 Tentence or a word ocea· 
fionally, with the note, are the only additions. 8 | 

That the Lon D „ who ſearches the heart," and « will be ny 
among the heathen, may bleſs both Diſcourſes to all who peruſe 
them, ——is the” I and __ of 
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Tas 2 of theſe Diſcourſes was delivered to the Author's own 
Charge, on a Faſt-day, (Oct. 23d. 1799.) before the Communion, 
The Subject having been choſen, and the Diſcourſe. compoſed, on 
the preceding day, and amidſt ayocations,—candour will make 
ample allowance for it's defects. The Divine Spirit was pleaſed to 
grant much liberty in the delivery of the Sermon; and the Author 
has ground to think that the ſame Spirit made it uſeful to ſome of 


his hearers, The requeſt for it's publication was ſpeedy, general, 
and urgent. 


The Author declined compliance, for various 
reaſons; and particularly, when his Friends expreſſed an earneſt 
wiſh that the Diſcourſe might be publiſhed, exa#ly as it wvas Delivered. | 
— During ſeveral months, he had no deſign to publiſh it.— But, the 

repeated and preſſing ſolicitations of his hearers have induced him to 
comply with their wiſhes fully, Except a few illuſtrations, which 
were either omitted in the Delivery through want of time, or 


eſcaped the memory; and ſome extempore thoughts which cannot 
now be recollected, the Diſcourſe is publiſhed, almoſt verbatim, 


as it was firſt written and delivered. 


It may not be impro- 
per to add, that though the Author, as was his duty, endeavoured + 


to bring home the Subject to his own audience the Subject is 
equally applicable to Careleſs Profeſſors of every Denomination. How 
melancholy the thought, that the purer their profeſſion, the greater 
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perhaps is the danger of their truſting in it; and that in proportion 
to the number of Profeſſors, hypocrites are uſually multiplied ! But, 
« the Lord knoweth them that are his;”” and « let a man,” * 
man « examine himſelf.” 

With reſpect to the ſecond Diſcourſe, which was delivered from 
the Pulpit of my much-eſteemed brother, the Rev. JAMES STEVLANs 
of Crown-court, before the Miſtonary Society, at their Public Prayer- 
meeting, (Fan. 6th. 1800.) —ſeveral friends importunately deſired that 
it might be publiſhed along with the other. This Addreſs was, 
* alſo, compoſed without the remoteſt view to publication; and it is 


now ſubmitted to the public eye without any material change. 
Two or three ſhort paragraphs, and a ſentence or a word occa- 
fionally, with the notes,—are the only additions. 

That the Lon « who ſearches the heart,” and “ will be exalted 
among the heathen,” may bleſs both Diſcourſes to all who _ 
them,——1s the Deſire and Prayer of 
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THE TRUMPET; 
NSN Be 
A WARNING TO CARELESS PROFESSORS; 
A DISCOURSE o | 
MATTHEW, ©. 111. v. 10. 
„% AND NOW ALSO THE AXE Is LAID UNTO THE ROOT OF THE 


% TREES; THEREFORE EVERY TREE WHICH BRINGETH NOT 


„% FORTH GOOD FRUIT, 18. HEWN DOWN, AND CAST INTO 


4% THE ring,” 


TAEsE are che words of John the Baptiſt; a man 
truly remarkable; and ſingularly great. His great- 
neſs was announced by the Angel of the Lord, and at- 
teſted by © the faithful Witneſs.” The formet ſaid to 
his father, Zacharias, Thou ſhalt have joy and glad- 
neſs; and many fhall rejoice at his birth: for he ſhall 
be great in the ſight of the Lord.” The latter called 
him © a burning and a fhining light.” John was ho- 
noured to be the forerunner of Meſſiah; the herald, im - 
mediately preceding © the Prince of Peace; the morn- 
ing-ſtar, betokening the near approach of © the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs.” The fcene of his labours, as we are 
told in the firſt verſe of this Chapter, was © the wilder- 
neſs of Judea ;”—a place thinly inhabited, and emblema- 
tical of the ftate of the Jewiſh church, as rugged and 
barren, overſpread with thorns and briers, — with groſs 
| B ; errors, 
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errors, ſuperſtitious obſervances, and rank profligacy. 


The miniſtry of the Baptiſt was, therefore, juſtly ſevere ; 


yet tempered with mercy. He was a Boanerges, * a 
fon of thunder,” being ſent to arouſe a careleſs and 


wicked generation: and, at the ſame time, a meſſenger 


of peace, to thoſe who were waiting for © the Conſola- 
tion of Iſrael.” The ſubſtance of all his diſcourſes is 
contained in the ſecond verſe ; © Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The laſt and beft Dif. 
penſation ; including the dottrines, inſtitutions, privi- 


leges, and bleſſings of the Goſpel-church ;—a diſpenſa- 


tion ſpiritual in its nature and deſign, celeftial in it's 
origin and tendency,—is “ the kingdom of heaven,” 
then © at hand,” now come and eſtabliſhed. John ex- 
horted his hearers to Repent ;” to lay aſide their pre- 
Judices againſt Meſſiah, and to embrace cordially the 


New Difpenfation. The exerciſe which he urged, in- 
cludes, beſides forrow for fin, a complete change of 


views, tempers, and condutt. He founded repentance, 
both in it's limited and large ſenfe, in the faith of Chriſt. 
The Baptiſt, accordingly, © ſaid to the people, that they 
ſhould believe on Him who ſhould come after him.” * 
% Behold! the Lamb of God,” was his enraptured teſ- 
timony concerning THE LITE and THE Lick of men. t 


As the forerunner of Meſſiah thus preached the Goſpel; 
| ſo he came with ample credentials, being © a man ſent 


from God.” Ifaiab, and Malachi, predicted his ap- 


pearance; and the prophecy of the former is quoted by 


our Evangeliſt; “ For this is he who was ſpoken of by 

the prophet Eſaias, ſaying, The voice of one crying in 
Acts xix. 4. + John i. 2. 29. ˖ 
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the wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make, 
his paths ſtraight.” “ John was the echo of the divine 


vol ce; by him God addreſſed a ſinful people; and he 


was, in a ſenſe, all voice. Not only his ſermons; but 
the place where they were delivered, his dreſs, his food, 
and mannef of life, —uttered a loud voice and, inſt ruttive 
language to that generation. A great multitude attended 
the miniſtry of this wonderful man, and the people 
| flocked to him from all quarters. The report of a new 
Prophet; the new doftrine , which, he taught, that 
preacher; the auſterity of, his garb, and life; - excited 
curioſity, and gathered a. vaſt audience. Whatever 
were their motives, the miniſtry of John was bleſſed to 
not a few ;—who © were baptized. of him in Jordan, 
confeſſing their ſins,” Many of the Phariſees and Sad. 
ducees themſelves came to witneſs his Baptiſm ; and, per- 
haps, ſome of them being awakened, requeſted admiſſion 
into the number of his diſciples;, The. former were a 
ſuperſtitious ſet; ſtrongly attached to the ceremonial 
law, and to “ the traditions of the Elders,” They made 
high pretenſions to ſanctity and benevolence; while, in 
truth, they were ſelf.righteous, hypocritical, and 
worldly, The Sadducees, an oppoſite claſs, rejected 


4 


the whole of Revelation, except the hooks of Moſes; . 


and denied the doctrine of the reſurreQtion, the exiſtence 

of ſpirits, and the reality of a future ſtate, Modern in- 

fidels adopt the principles of the one claſs, and nominal 

profeſſors follow the example of the other. Theſe ſects, 

though oppoſite, were equally diſtant from truth, and 
* If. al. 3. Match. iii. g. 
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equally. iniwical to Meffiabh. John Baptiſt, therefore, 
juſtly addrefled them under the ſame name, in che lan- 
guage of ſharp reproof and alarming admonition; O 
generation of yipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come ?- Sprung from the old ſerpent, 
you poſſeſs his viperous nature, and imitate his dangerous 
wiles: you have long indulged the deceitful principles 
of wicked parents; with a ſpecious outſide, you are full 
of deadly- poifon ; you are,'for the moſt part, deeply 
fecure;—Whence' has ibis fear of wrath ariſen ? Re- 
member, that it is/*-wrath to come ;” to come aſſuredly; 
and, in the caſe of the impenitent, always to come, hav- 
ing no end. Examine your conviftions, and look to 
their iſſue.—“ Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for 
J' repentapce.“ “ If your thoughts and difpoſntions be 
really changed, ſhow it by correſponding effefts.”— 
The Baptiſt, however, ſuſpected that the prefent terror 
1 would be ſucceeded by deluſive peace, and the deepeſt 
ſecurity. Knoying the falſe confidence of the infi- 
|| del; and eſpecially of the formal profeſſor ;—he at- 
| tempted, like a faithful miniſter, to ſweep away the re- 
| fuge of lies. The Phariſees, theſe degenerate ſons of 
a worthy anceſtor, boaſted of their deſcent from Abra- 
ham, whoſe ſpirit they had Joſt ; and imagined that their 
| -- relation to him would be an efteQual defence againſt Diz 
| 


vine judgments. Fooliſh, preſumptuous men! If they 

had not been the children of Abraham, their guilt would 
| have been leſs atrocious, and their puniſhment more 
_. tolerable. They conceived, too, in common with their 
{8 brethren, that the privileges of he Jewiſh Church 
would be permanently e excluſive ;—another error which 


John. . 
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John expreſsly corretts. God, it is true, had promiſed 
to continue a feed to Abraham for ever;” but he 
was able to raiſe up childten to “ the father of the 
faithful,” (genuine believers, and heirs of the bleſſing) 
from the Gentile world, and objects the moſt unlikely; 


—as the Roman ſoldiers who attended, or even mo | 


rocks of the deſert. | 

In our text, this preacher of Righteouſneſs, gives to 
the whole audience, and particularly to the Phariſees, a 
ſerious, ſolemn, and impreſſive warning; “ And now alſa 
the axe is laid unto the root of the trees; therefore every 
tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, 
and caſt into the fire,” —Theſe words: have an ultimate 
reſpe& to the deſtruttion of the Jews as a church and 


people; who are often compared in ſcripture to a tree, 


which the Lord planted with his gun hand, fenced com- 
pletely, and cultivated with care: but, being unfruitful, 
the tree was to be cut down., As a profeſſing and po- 
litical body, the Jews were threatened with extirpation, 
To this awful event, the prediction of Malachi primarily 
refers; “ Behold, the day cometh, that ſhall burn as an 
oven, and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly 
ſhall be ſtubble; and the day that cometh ſhall burn them 
up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them 
neither root nor branch *. The paſlage before us had 
an immediate reſpect to corrupt profeſſors in the time 
when the Baptiſt lived, and preached. The plural num- 
ber is, accordingly, uſed, and the ſingular number like- 
wiſe; including all, and every one, to whom the de- 
ſcription is rad applicable. May it not be fairly ap- 
| | —_— iii. 2. 
$5091 hay : plied 


$ «4 
f 2 ne 
- * #& 
X © ' 
3 


> 


* 


6 A WARNING TO CARELESS PROFESSORS-. 


plied to many profeſſors ſtill; to thoſe who, like the 
Phariſees, make a ſpecious appearance, but are ſpi- 
ritually barren and rotten? The meſſage of John is a 
Randing part of Revelation; and a fit ſubjeQ'of ſerious 
inquiry; as for his audience in the deſert, ſo for the in- 
habitants of this highly- cultivated iſle, and of this great 
city. John came in the ſpirit of Elias: faithful miniſ- 
ters come in the fpirit of the Bapt:/t; and by them 
Jehovah ſpeaks. To rouſe and direct us, the Lord is 
faying; * Now alſo the axe is laid unto the root of the 
ttees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit, is hewn down, and caſt into the fire.“ Be- 
fides the general ſcope of this text, which is, to repre- 
fent by a juſt ſimilitude, the inevitable deſtruction 
| awaiting formal members of the viſible. church; almoſt 
| every word ſeems to convey an important truth. The 
paffage, therefore, furniſhes the following obſervations; 
which we ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate, and to apply as 
we proceed. May He who cried by the voice of John 
Baptiſt, ſound an effeRual alarm to our conſciences and 
hearts, before the-axe do it's office! 
© 1. Divine Vengeance is terrible. What John Baptiſt 
calls with emphaſis, i in the ſeyenth verſe, © the N to 
come ;” he denominates in our text, “ che axe.“ The 
_ fimilitude is appropriate and ſtriking. An axe is a ee 
ponderous, deſtruttive weapon. But infinitely ſharper, 
more ponderous than the battle-axe, and a thouſand times 
more dreadful, is the wrath of which it is an emblem. 
' Whoſe wrath is it? of a man? of a king? of a lion? of 
an angel? Nay but, of God himſelf. + Who knows 


the pover of His wrath?” who then is able to deſcribe 
it 7 2 
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it? and who can endure it? Various images are em- 
ployed, in Scripture, to give us ſome faint idea of it's terri- 
ble nature and effects. It is compared to the raging ele- 
ments, and the inſtruments of death. The refiſtleſs 
whirlwind and unquenchable fire, but feebly repreſent 
the deſtruQtive force of Divine anger. The LoRD 
revengeth, and is furious; the Lox Þ will take vengeance 
on his adverſaries. The Loxd hath his way in the 
whirlwind, and in the ſtorm. Who can ſtand before 
his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceneſs of 
his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks 
are thrown down' by him*.” To impreſs our minds 
duly and daily, images more familiar, and which often 
preſent themſelves to our notice, are uſually adopted. 
The weapons of war, which man often unjuſtly wields 
againſt man, are emblematical of that righteous ven- 
geance, which Heaven will execute on all who fight 
againſt God. The glittering ſword is ſharpened: the 
bow is bent and made ready; the quiver is full of arrows 
which drink up the ſpirits. Let not the warrior only; 
but the citizen, the mechanic, the huſbandman, ſtand in 


awe. As all have ſinned, an image more familiar ſtillis Þ} 


uſed in our text. Judea was a land abounding in vine- 
yards: and to a vineyard, or to a fruit-bearing tree, the 
Jewiſh Church had been compared by the prophets. 
There were probably ſome trees of that kind in the de- 
ſert where John preached. © The axe,” therefore, as 
repreſenting Divine vengeance, was a ſuitable image. 
Let the gardener, the carpenter, every profeſſor, and 
every man, ponder it. The effects of Divine wrath on 
* Nah, i. 2, 3, 6. 
Aſſyria 
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Aſſyria are thus repreſented in the awfully ſublime lan- 
guage; He hath ſhot up his top among the thick 
boughs, and his heart is lifted up.in his height; I have 
therefore delivered him into the hand of the mighty one 
of the heathen. And ſtrangers, the terrible of the na- 
tions, have cut him off, and have left him: upon the 
mountains, and in all the valleys, are his branches 
fallen *.” - The fin of the Aﬀytians was legibly and 


plainly written in their puniſhment ; for, they had lifted 
up the axe againſt the Sanctuary, and tranſplanted with 


violent hands part of the vine brought out of Egypt. 


But, the anger of the Lord was not turned away from 


the vine itſelf; becauſe it became, the ſecond time, a 
degenerate plant. The vine. dreſſers poiſoned it's root, 
and deſtroyed it's glory. In ſuch circumſtances, the axe 
of Divine vengeance was prepared againft them, and 
againſt the TREE. 

To bring this home: Were you ever afraid of Di- 
vine wrath? There is a legal fear of it, confiſting in 
amazement and terror; whichalways precedes an evange- 
lical fear, that has for it's principle “ ſtrong confidence.” 
If you have been properly afraid of God's anger, 
you faw it as preſent wrath; and you are till afraid 
of ſin, the procuring cauſe of Divine vengeance. You 


know Jeſus, who delivers from the cauſe and the effeds 
. of that vengeance. You tremble at the word, and the 
judgments, of Ffehovah. You venerate and love the 
Bible; while many inſult and hate it. You fee the 


wrath of Heaven in the calamities of the nations; while 


many, deluded by political ſagacity, know not the 


* Heck, XII. AQ, 1, 28. 
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WARNING TG CAREEESS' PROPYSSORY,— © 
| Judgments df the Lord. Live under the reviving in. 
fluence of the gracious declaration; To this man 
will I look; even to him that ts odr 0 of a contrite 
ſpirit; and trembleth at my | word'®.” Imitate more 
eloſely the exereiſe of the prophet; When I heard; 
my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice; rot: 
tenneſs etitered into my bones; and I trembled in my- 
ſelf, that I migbt reſt in the day of trouble .“ oY 
however,-with the ſerious enquiry; 'and frequently 
volve it in your mind; What muſt 1 do to be aved?y W-- 
You are; this moment, . warned to flee from the wrath 
to come.“ With the fame breath, and in the name of 
God, we dire& you to the only hiding-place; ©. Believe 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved }.” 
The delay of a fingle moment * be een and 
_ ruin;=Forz 

2. Divine rath is threatened: 111 is not ads like 
at ate formed; but; reſembles an axe at hand, and 
brought into the vineyard or gattet, for the purpoſe of 
cutting down uſeleſs trees. Atcotdingly; obſerve the 
phraſe; the axe is laid,” Who lays it? As it is Di- 
vine wrath, ſo it is laid by a Divine arm. “ To the 
Lord belongeth vengeance;” both as threatened, and in 
it's execution. Where is the axe laid? and how? It is 
laid in the Word: The wrath of God” being thus 
& revealed from heaven againſt all untighteouſneſs,” 
and efpecially againſt the men ho hold the truth 
in unrighteouſneſs g.“ Ponder ſuch paſſages as theſe ; 
* God is angry with the wicked every day.” “There 
is nd peace, faith my God, to the wicked.“ The 


* 1f. vi. 4. + Hab. iii. 16. f Acts, xvi. 32. 5 Rom. i. 18. 
Gs C wicked 
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wicked ſhall be turned into hell.“ The charaſter of 
te wicked”. is applicable as well to ſelf. righteous, hypo- 
critical, prayerleſs profeſſors, —as io the openly profane 
and immoral; Our Lord juſtly charaRteriſes|the Phari- 


ſees, *'A wicked generation “. Many, however, are 
no more afraid of Divine threatenings, than of the figure 
of an axe on a piece of paper. Others, like children 
playing with a ſharp inſtrument, make merry with Di- 
vine threatenings;;.0r, in their rage, datingly attempt to 
wield theſe againſt fellaw-finners, But, theſe are . the 
true ſayings of God; and their truth is acknowledged 
tacitly by the impious, expreſsly by all profeſſors of 
religion. We cannot believe and apply the truth of 
his promiſes, till we believe and apply the truth of his 
threatenings. It is a ſignal mercy to be conſtantly 
threatened, and loudly warned; bile the way of eſcape 
is open ;—that, like Noah, © being moved with fear,” 

we may haſten to the Ark of abſolute ſafety. Threaten- 
ings deſpiſed, as by the inhabitants of the old world, 
and ten thouſands ſince their day, leave © ſinners in 
Zion” without excuſe, and make the ſtroke of vengeance 
more dreadful. Great is their utility, however, to ge- 
nuine believers. Beſides being warned effeQtually to 
flee from * the wrath to come, believers thus learn 
the greatneſs of their deliverance ; how deeply they are 
indebted to ſovereign grace; and how much they ſhould 
pity and pray for careleſs profeſſors, and the groſsly 
abandoned;—The axe is laid, too, in a faithful goſpel- 
miniſtry. John Baptiſt did not flatter his audience: 

but, as was ſaid of the Grecian * he thundered 


8 . xvi. 4. 
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and lightened,”-by an impreſſive and luminous addreſs. 
He levels a ſharp and direct blow at the roat of falſe 
confidence; and hopes. The Baptiſt was no courtly 
baranguer, though be preached to Herod. How faith- 
ful to that proud and debauched prince; reproving his 
fin, and pointing to the axe, at the expence of his own 
life !—The meſſengers of Chriſt, whether they addreſs 
the high or the low, will endeavour to manifeſt the 
truth to every man's conſcience in the fight of God.” It 

is at their peril, if they keep the axe entirely out of 
view, or place it far away, or even blunt it's edge by 
ſmooth ſpeeches. 

Would ſach difcourſes pleaſe hon Or, are you both 
pleaſed with faithful admonitions, and profited by them? 
Is it your perſuaſion, O man, that the paſſage before us 
is addreſſed to you ? Is it your inquiry, Am I m_—_ 
the trees, {till doomed to the axe and the fire ?” 

The axe is laid by admonitions of conſcience; in ſoli- 
tude, in ſickneſs, or during attendance on the word 
preached. It is certain that many of the Baptiſt's 
hearers were arouſed ; though they did not, in the iſſue, 
“ bring forth fruits meet for repentance.” © Herod 
himfelf feared John:“ and may be well ſuppoſed, like 
Felix, to tremble, Are you thus, at times, inwardly 
reproved and threatened with ſtroke upon ſtroke ? 
Examine the origin, the mean, the degree, and the re- 
ſult, of your convittions. On theſe things depends the 
truth of your chriſtian charaQter,—The axe is laid in 


alarming. diſpenſations of Providence. You hear of a _ 


dreadful cataſtrophe, to individuals, to families, or to 
nations of cities and countries given up to plunder 
and the ſword, or to the ravages of © the peſtilence 
od C 2 that. 
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| that walketh in darkneſs.” The ſtroke comes nearer 


home. The child of your own fleſh, an only ſon, a firſt- 
born, is cut off. The deſire of your eyes is taken away 
ſuddenly.— Vourſelves have efcaped ſame imminent 


danger. To ſinners, theſe are ſo many exhibitions 


of Divine wrath; and precede the laſ}, the fatal blow. 
But, \ 


3. Divine 8 are not ſpeedily ed 


John Baptiſt does not ſpeak as if the axe were newl 
| P * 


made, or newly laid. His language implies that the 


ſame axe had been laid before; “ Now, alſo, the axe 


is laid. With reſpe to the Jews as a body, it had 
been farmed and laid for many ages; — from the time 
they were brought out of Egypt, and planted in Ca: 
naan, till John lived and preached; and it was yet to 
be laid, till Meſſiah died, and Titus Veſpaſian came to 


pluck them up by the roots. That long period is the 


certain / day,“ mentioned in the Pſalms, and referred 
to by the Apoſtle . With reſpe& to the audience of 


John, the axe was laid from the moment of their birth; 
and eſpecially from the time when they began to read 


and underſtand the Scriptures, and make- a religious 
profeſſion. They ' had been threatened with Divine 


' vengeance ;—ſome, ten years; ſome, twenty; ſome, 


thirty or forty;—and ſome, during a period longer ſtill. 
Man is haſty to execute. his vengeful and unjuſt pur- 
Poſes: God is flow to execute his righteous anger. 
We read of his 4 long ſuffering in the days of Noah.” 
How long did he bear with Iſrael in the wilderneſs! 

And, how long with their poſterity ! Even the preſump- 


tous 1 and the infidel nl were! not cut 
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down ſuddenly. There was to be one trial more; and 


to them, (O, the riches of Divine mercy!) were“ given 
exceeding great and precious promiſes.” In the pa⸗ 
rable of the fig: tree, the Proprietor ſaid to the Dreſſer, 
* Behold, theſe three years I come ſeeking fruit on this 
fig tree, and find none: cut it down, why cumbereth it 
the ground ?” The latter anſwered, Lord, let it alone 
this year alſo, till I ſhall dig about it, and dung it *.” 
Whether the term of “ three years” alludes to the du- 
ration of our Saviour's miniſtry ; or refers to the time 


when fig-trees in that country, if they proved barren, 


were given up as uſeleſs, the general meaning is obvi- 
ous;—that God does not execute vengeance ſpeedily, 


and that the wicked reap valuable benefits (indirectly) 


from our Lord's interceſſion. The execution of Divine 
wrath is often ſuſpended in the caſe of corrupt churches, 
for ages; in the caſe of individuals, for years. The 
delay of puniſhment ſubſerves wiſe and great purpoſes. 
It ſhows perfect ſelf. command in the Divine mind; 
diſplays the riches of Divine mercy; vindicates Divine 
juſtice ; proves a future judgment; promotes the de- 
ſigns of grace, in various reſpetts; and renders the im- 
penitent inexcuſeable. | 

What improvement do you make of Divine patience 
and goodneſs? If you have admired them towards 
others, you have improyed them towards yourſelves: 
and are not as the men, who fooliſhly miſtake patience 
for pardon, groſsly abuſe the delay of puniſhment, and 
wickedly deſpiſe the riches of Divine goodneſs. 
Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed 

| Luke, xiii. 2, & 6 

o | ſpeedily , 
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ſpeedily ; therefore the heart of the ſons of men is fully 
ſet in them to do evil “.“ Do you merely condemn 
n direct principles, and avoid the open praQiice, of 
ſach hardened tranſgreſſors? Or, are you earneſtly de- 
firous of ſharing in ſpecial mercy through the appointed 
and accepted Saviour? Without this, be aſſured that 
Divine patience will have.a tremendous iſſue, There 
is a cloſe, and, till pardoning mercy diſſolve it, an in- 
ſeparable connexion between the Diyine threatening and 

the careleſs Profeſſor. It is bound to the corrupt tree, as 
' with adamantine chains, Puniſhment, though delayed, 
is not very diſtant; and it may be very near. The axe 
is always near. It is not removed for one moment: it 
is laid, ready to fetch the fatal blow; is lifted up, and 
begins to do it's office by repeated ſtrokes on property, 
on health, on friends, on conſcience. They are felt, 
and what may not be feared ?—Let not hypocritical 
profeſſors; let not ſinners of any claſs, flatter themſelyes 
wa the hope of impunity.—For,, 

4. Even under the beſt and mildeſt F 
threatenings are denounced againſt tranſgreſſors. God 
is immutably holy, and juſt, and true. His hatred of 
ſin, and his wrath againſt ſinners, are invariably the 
ſame.—There Was much rigour in the legal diſpenſa- 
tion; though it was righteous, wiſe, and good. It had 
a terrible form: but, it's deſign was merciful, and it's 
nature gracious. The Preface to the whole code of 
_ laws, moral, judicial, and ceremonial, ſheds a pleaſant 
luſtre over the whole Economy ; © I am the Lord thy 
God who have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
| Feeles. viii. 124 
WEEN, out 
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out of the houſe of bondage v. The Goſpel-economy, 
however, is, in an eminent degree, a diſpenſation of 
grace: and-it's very form is mild and attractive. Thust; 
Moſes and Chriſt are contraſted ; . the law was given 
by: Moles! ; but; grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt * 
The prophets foretold “ the grace that ſhould come 
unto us f. The miniſtry of John, while himſelf Rood; 
as it were, between the: Old Teſtament Church and the 
New, combined the rigout of the Legal, with the mild. 
neſs of the Evangelical, diſpenfation. But, did he 
fritter away one iota of the moral law? Did he inform 
his hearers that now they might ſin with leſs guilt, or 
leſs danger? Quite the reverſe. He ſpeaks as if 
threatenings were eſpecially denouncedꝭ againſt all the 
deſpiſers of grace now; Now, allo, the axe is laid. 
The Lord plainly confirms the teſtimony of his fore- 
runner, and uſes the ſame words; Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and caſt 
into the fire.” If I had not come, and ſpoken to 
them, they bad not had ſin: but now they have no ex- 
cuſe for their ſin . Himſelf, the Meſſenger of the 
Covenant, and the Prince of Peace, was to ſeparate 
between the precious and the vile, by his doctrine and 
his judgments ; + Whoſe fan is in his hand; and he will 
thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
the garner: but he will burn up the chaff with un: 
quenchable fire |.” The clear evidence attending the 
miniſtry of I ohn, and the clearerevidence attending that 
of his Maſter, aggravated the guilt of incredulous and' 


* Exod. xx. 2. + John, 1.179. f 1 Pet. i. 10. $ Matth. vii. 19. 
10 John, XV. . is. ö : 


unprofitable 


16 4 WAENING: TO-CARELESS: PROFESSORSL | 


unprelicikle heäarers. The deblared deſign that they 

might have life, and the gracious manner in which it 

was generally revealed, made their incredulity and 
- obſtinacy the zuſt**cauſe' of ſpecial vengeance. Wo 
upon Wo, accordingly, proceeded from the lips of the 
meek Saviour,” againſt ſuch characters. Ihe day of 
vengeance; in the time of John Baptiſt, was at hand. 
Now, they were filling up the meaſure of their iniqui- 
ties; and now, they were almoſt ripe for deſtruction. 
Hence, the propriety of his language; © Now; al fo, the 
axe is laid.” — The examples of Divine wrath undet 
the law were not more dreadful than that inſtance which 
now awaited, and actually befel, the Jewvifh Church: 
Nay ; this was, in all it's circumſtances, the moſt terri: 
ble ever ſeen; except one inftance, which will remain 
without a parallel to eternity;=the ſufferings and death 
of Chriſt. If theſe things are done “ in a green tree; 
what ſhall be done in the dry *?”—It is under the 
Goſpel-diſpenſation, therefore; that we have the ſtrongeſt 
proof of Divine juſtice and holineſs. The evidence is 
brightened ſince the aſcenſion of our Lord; the Spirit 
being ſent to © convince the world of ſin, of righteouſneſs, 
and of judgment.” Our privileges are greater than 
thoſe of ancient Iſrael; than thoſe of the Jews, who ſaw 
and heard Meſſiah himſelf. The moral threatenings, 
like the moral precepts, of the Old Teſtament, are; 
nevertheleſs, in full force: and as executed, they are 
faid to be written for our admonition- T.“ The wrath 
anciently inflicted on rebellious angels, and more re- 
bellious men,—is inſtruftive, exemplary, and emble- 


* Luke, xxiii. 31. 1 1 Cor, x. 11. 
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matical. The New Teſtament contains for it's' fizeg 
reproofs and warnings equally numerous and pointed 
with the Old. In: ſeveral | paſſages; they are con- 
centrated and exhibited together . The laſt. book of 
the Sacred Canon is; at once, the moſt awful; and the 
moſt comfortable, in the whole Bible; and the meekeſt 
of the diſciples was ſelefted to compoſe it. As the 
heart is melted by Divine love, in the ſame degree it is 
filled with the adoration of Divine reftitude and purity. 
The whole Evangelical economy, indeed, is one con- 
tinued demonſtration of the moſt tender mertcy and the 
fevereſt juſtice: Hente; the Apoſtle, when comparing 
the two Economies; and repreſenting the gentle form of 
the one, in contraſt with the terrific form of the other, 
—inſtantly exhibits the ſpecial guilt, danger, and pu- 
niſhment, of Goſpel deſpiſers;“ See that ye refuſe not 
Him that ſpeaketh: for, if they efcaped not who refuſed 
him that ſpake on earth; much more ſhall not we efeapez 
if we turn away from Him that fpeaketh from heaven.“ 
= For; bur God is a conſuming fire . —If the 
Goſpel be deſpiſed; not only is guilt aggravated, and: 
ptiniſhment proportiohally ſevere,—but, the caſe is 
abſolutely remedilefſs; There remaineth no more ſa- 
erifice for fins: but a certain fearful looking - for of 
judgment, and fiery indignation; which ſhall devour 
the advertaries %.”—He who now ſpeaks from Heaven; 
& ſhall be revealed from Heaven, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them who know not God, and obey not 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” If you deſpiſe 
and rejett Chriſt, to whom John bare witneſs; and of 
Pet. li. g, 6. 10. Jade, 10, 11, + Heb. xii. 2g. 29. $ Heb, x. 86, 17. 
| D whom 
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whom we no teſtify; yau are chargeable with this diſo- 
dedience, and muſt abide by the conſequences. —+Think 
not that a fair appearance, that many leaves, and fine 
bloſſoms, will pte vent total ruin. For, 
85. Divine threatenings are, denounced and directed 
againſt the very root of tranſgreſſors.—“ The axe is 
laid, to what? to che branches only? Nay; but © to 
the root of the trees.“ The phraſe, when applied to 
the Jews as a body, ſignifies utter deſtrudion, on ac- 
cout of their corrupt principles. The axe vas laid to 
their city, to their temple, to the root of their exiſtence 
as a church and nation. Many branches had been cut 
off. The Ten tribes had long openly revolted; and 
vere entirely ſeparated from the ſtock of Iſrael. 
Thouſands of the . Jews themſelves. had been already 
ſcattered, as branches by the tempeſt. The tree was 
lopped and pruned: but this lopping and pruning pro- 
duced no good effect. A blow was to be ſtruck at 
the: root, and the fall of the cumberer of the ground 
was to reſound to the ends of the earth. Radical cor- 
ruption was the cauſe of their ruin. There was not 
& ſuch an heart in them ®,” as God required, and as 
they profeſſed to have.—The phraſe may be applied, 
without ſtraining, to ſinners in general, and in parti- 
cular to nominal chriſtians. '. Utter deſtruction is 
threatened: the root of happineſs and of hope is to be 
extirpated. | The wicked man, whether an open, or a 
ſecret tranſgreſſor, may be great in power” as the 
mountain oak, and © ſpread himſelf like a green bay- 
tree: but when the axe ſtrikes; how is he fallen! n 
»»Deut. v. 5 Matth. xv. 7, 8. 
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ſuddenly is he rooted out! Seek him, and © he cannot 
be found.” The phraſe admits of another important 
meaning. Divine threatenings chiefly reſpedt, not words 
and aQtions;—but principles and tempers.' Theſe are 
„the root.” The root of a tree is properly it's heart; 
whence, as in the human body, the juices circulate, like 
the blood, through all the branches. As a man,“ 
therefore, © thinketh in his heart, ſo is he” before 
God“. The proud temper of the King, of Aſſyria 
drew upon him Almighty vengeance: he boaſted; 
while he was only an axe in the hand of Jehovah, to hew 
Iſrael, and cut off the rotten idolatrous branch.“ I will 
puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart of the King of Aſſyria, 
and the glory of his high looks. Shall the axe boaſt 
itſelf againſt him that heweth therewith T?“ Some of 
the Sadducees might be exemplary in morals; yet, in 
denying the greater part of Revelation, they denied 
God; and their diſpoſitions were corrupt and peryerſe, 
The Phariſees abounded in religious ſervices, and-in 
alms; yet the root was bad, The principles of unbelief, 
covetouſneſs, pride, and enmity, were cloſely entwined 
throughout their ſouls. He who ſearches the heart, and 
knows * the root of the matter,” thus addreſſed them; 
—* Well hath Eſaias propheſied of you hypocrites, as 
it is written, This people honoureth me with ne lips, 
but their heart is far from me .“ 's ob 
See that your hearts: be © right with God,” and that 
your principles of attion be ſcriptural; otherwiſe the 
root is rottenels,” and the faireſt bloſſoms ſhall be 
| ſcattered as the duſt, © The end of the commandment 
* Prov. nail, 7. FIC x. 12, 13. 7 Mark, vii. 6. 
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is charity, out of a pure heart, and of a good conſcience, 
and of faith unfeigned .“ Many boaſt of their faith, 
as the matter of profeſſion, perhaps of their faith, too, 
as a principle; and may occaſionally receive the Word 
with joy; while © they have no root in themſelves.” 
When you hear pardon proclaimed, the ſound is joy- 
ful; particularly, when conſcience feels, or the voice 
and manner of the preacher is earneſt and agreeable: 
but do you diſbelieve the record of God concerning 
his Son, and eternal life? In this caſe, you really hear, 
in the ſound of pardon, the ſentence of your own con- 
demnation. “ He that believeth not, is condemned 
already; and the wrath of God abideth on him.” ' Your 
religious ſeryices, though not ſuperſtitious, but of Di- 
vine appointment; if they proceed from an unbelicv- 
ing and impure heart, are ſo many acts of rebellion 
againſt God. To what purpole is the multitude of 
your ſacriſices ynto me, ſaith the Lord? Hear, O hea- 
vers; and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath ſpoken, 
J have nouriſhed and brought up children, and they 
have rebelled againſt me r.“ Have you faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt? If you be not © rooted in Him,” you cannot 
be © fruitful in any good word, or work.” —Your ap- 
p kent fruit, like the famed fictitious apples on the banks 
of the Dead Sea, at the very firſt touch crumbles into 
duſt and aſhes.— et none imagine that they will efcape 
in a croud, or that mercy will ſave at the expence e of 
pee For, 
6. Divine vengeance is direted: againſt all tranſ- 
ran and becauſe they bring not forth g 09s fruit. 
2 Tim. i. 5. + If. i, 2, 11. | 
It 
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It is both univerſal and righteous, —Univerſal. © The 
axe is laid unto the root of the trees: not merely of a few, 
nor merely of the greater part; but of all that are un- 
fruitful. In the multitude of tranſgreſſors, whether 
they be open finners, or cloſe hypocrites, there is no 
ſafety. The eye of the Omniſcient is upon every tree; he 
knows the root of it, and the quality of it's fruit, with 
unerring certainty.—Did you ever apply to yourſelves 
the pointed malediftion? © Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law, to do them “.“ You are equally war- 
ranted to apply, and with equal particularity, the pro- 
miſes and bleſſings of a gracious God. *“ The promiſe 
is to you, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off.” „God, having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, hath ſent 
him to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from 
his iniquities .“ — Beware, therefore, leſt that come 
upon you,” which is threatened; © Behold, ye deſpiſers, 
and wonder, and periſh . -The threatening is moſt 
righteous; for, the reaſon why [chovah denounces, and 
will execute, yengeance on tranſgreſſors, and parti- 
cularly on corrupt members of the viſible Church, is, 
becauſe they do not bear good fruit. This is the 
ground allerted in our text. Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit,” is the object of warning and com- 
mination. The trees referred to, ſhould have yielded 
good fruit. They were not, like the heathen, as the 
trees of the foreſt; but as the trees of the garden. 
They were denominated, and they profeſſed to be, the 
yine and the hg-tree. They enjoyed the beſt culture, and | 
* Cal. iii. 20. + Achs, ii, 39. iii, 26. } Akts. xiii. 40, 41. 
the 
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the: moſt favourable ſeaſons. God appealed to their 


anceſtors, with reſpect to ſuitable and plentiful means; 


* What could have been done more to my vine-yardy 
that I bave not done in it? Wherefore when I looked 
that it ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes *?” It was abundantly fruitful ; but the grapes 
were wild, either groſsly corrupt, or hollow and bitter. 
—Alas! this is applicable to many profeſſors ſtill.—It 
is of importance to enquire, what is “good fruit?” Such 
fruit. is produced by perſons united to Chriſt, and re- 
newed through his Spirit. This is agreeable to maxims 
of common ſenſe, which men, are ſo unwilling to un- 
derſtand in religious things; The branch cannot bear 
fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine.” © A corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit +,”—Believers are * trees 
of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that He may 
be glorified.” They yield fruit from a ſenſe of his au- 
thority and love; fruit, according to his will, in the 
law; fruit to his glory; fruit, not rotten at the core; 
fruit in due ſeaſon ; fruit with patience; fruit which 
makes the branch to bend, in genuine humility ; fruit, 
favoury, complete, abundant, and abiding. —Falſe 
teachers may be known © by their fruits ,“ or, their 
doArines and lives. You dilcern the propriety of the 
rule, and you judge accordingly. This is ſo far well, 
But, examine your own fruits; your profeſſion, words, 
actions, yea, and your very chougbis, — by the ſcriptural 
qualities of good fruit, which we have mentioned. If 
theſe be wanting, you are even as the groſsly errone- 
ous ; like them in charadter, and in doom; “ Trees 

* Il. v. 4. + John, xv. 4, Matth. vii. wo. E Matth. vii. 20. 
4 1 whole 
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whoſe:fruit vitherech, v ithout iu, twice dead. placket 


bp by the roots . Is it not reaſonable that ſuch trees 
ſhould be extitpated? ſudge between God and his 
vineyard, between God ud ne run 
me to obſerve, D 1.20400 

57. That the execution of Divine vengeance is imd 
Sal and impartial. All theſe ſentiments, relative 
to the puniſhment of ungodly men, are ſtrongly implied, 
and partly expreſſed, in the paſſage before us; © every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is kewn down und 
caſt into the fire.”—The execution is certain. The 


wrath of God is not fabulous and fanciful : nor is che 


effect of it unintentional and accidental, like the deadly 


blow with the axe of a neighbour, for whom the Moſaic 


law mercifully provided a refuge. God ſhall wound 
the head of his enemies,—of him who 'goeth on in his 
treſpaſſes.” The only refuge being finally deſpiſed, de- 
firuttion is inevitable. So certain is this, that the Bap- 
tiſt ſpeaks, as if the fatal blow were already given the 

© tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn 


down.” The ſentence of wrath is pronounced in the 


curſe of the law ; and without faith in the Goſpel, Oni. 
nipotence cannot repeal it. Nay, according to the te- 
nor of the Goſpel, the Curſe is not repealed ; but was 
executed on the TRUE INE, and by union to bim, it 


actually paſſes from “ the degenerate plants of a ſtrange 
vine.” God is faithful, as in the accompliſhment of his 


promiſes, ſo in the execution of his threatenings. Jul 

tce demands it againſt unbelievers; inſulted grace 

pleads wy it; and * is Committed to the Sa- 
8 Jude. 4 42, 


viour, 
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viour, whom ſinners, obſtinately reject. How juſt and 
forcibly. the /infetence.! the axe is laid to the root of 


te trees}: therefore, &, Were ſinning angels not 


ſpared? Was the old world not ſpared? Were the Jews; 
the natural branches, not ſpared ? And, will God fpare 
unfruitful profeſſors of Chriſtianity ? How ſhall they 
eſcape ? Where ſhalt (ey appear ?—The blov is tre- 


ſiſtible. The ſturdy oak falls beneath the feeble arm of 


man: and ſhall not the ſinner, ſtout only in heart and 
fancy, fall beneath the arm of God? * Do we pro- 
voke the Lord to jealouſy? Are we ſtronger than he * ?” 
Who can reſiſt that power, which made iron to ſwim ; 
which levels the thunderbolt; and hurls the mighty out 
of their place! 


The execution of Divine wrath is dreadful. One 


ſhudders, while he reads the account of the manifold 
calamities which, the Jews ſuffered, in the day of 
vengeance. The groans of that unhappy people pierce 
the heart, and their afflitions draw tears of unfeigned 
ſorrow from the eyes. Weep for yourſelves, careleſs 
profeſſors: who, like the ancient Jews, “ are at cafe in 
Zion.” Greater mileries await the ſelf. righteous, and 
the hypocritical. —The two expreſſions in our text are 
ef inconceivably terrible import. To be © hewn 
down” by the arm of the Lord, how awful! Torn from 
their native ſoil, the world, and from their place in the 
viſible Church; cut aſunder, foul and body being ſe- 
parated by the curſe; deprived of hope for ever; ex- 
poſed in all their rotteneſs to the view of fellow- ſinners; 


the wicked, and particularly nominal chriſtians are 


1 Cor. Ze 2% 


bewri 
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ben down at death. © There is hope of a tree, if it 
be cut down, that it will ſprout again, and that the ten- 
der branch thereof will not ceaſe :” but the ſtate of the 
ſinner © hewn down” is deſperate:—To be * caſt into 
the fire,” which © the breath of the Lord, like a ſtream 
of brimſtone, doth kindle,” —into © everlaſting fire,” 
is more dreadful ſtill. This phraſe, as applied to the 
ſouls of ſinners in their ſeparate ſtate, cannot be under- 
ſtood of material fire. Whether ſuch a mode of puniſh- 
ment will be employed after the feſurrection of their 
bodies, we do not prefume to determine; But, both 
in a literal and figurative ſenſe, it implies the ſevereſt 
agonies. How * fearful” a “ thing, to fall into the 
hands of the living God *!” And, this is affirmed of 
the men; who, by unbelief, tread under foot the Soh of 
God as an uſeleſs branch, deſpiſe the blood of the 
covenant, and coritemn the Spirit of Grace. Tha 

ce The execution of Divine vengeance is impartial, 
& Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewnt 
down, and caſt into the fire.” Divine knowledge and 
wiſdom, power and juſtice, truth and faithfulneſs, ſecure 
the ſtricteſt impartiality ;—ſo that there cannot be any 
ci reſpe& of perſons with God.” Neither riches not 
poverty, neither obſcurity nor fame, neither the great- 
eſt rank nor the faireſt profeſſion, will ſcreen cum- 
berers of the ground. For, the day of the Lord of 
hoſts ſhall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, 
and he ſhall be brought low; and upon all the cedars 
of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all 
the oaks of Baſhant,” It is as true of ſinners, as 
| ® Heb. x. 31. 1 1. ii. 18, 13. 


E | of 
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* error, that * every plant which” our « heavenly Fa- 
ther hath not planted, ſhall be rooted up“.“ © Indig- 
nation and wratb, tribulation and anguiſh,” are allotted 
to * every ſoul of man that doeth evil f.“ | 
Having made theſe plain remarks on the paſſage be. 
fore us, I ſhall conclude the Diſcourſe with ſome ex- 


hortations, ariſing from the ſubjett, or ſuggeſted 1 in the 
progreſs of it's diſcuſſion. 


You have been baptiſed *“ with water,” like the 
hearers of John. Have you been baptiſed © with the 
Holy Ghoſt and with fire?” Is it, indeed, © the bap- 
tiſm of repentance?” Is it, “ not the putting away the 
filth of the fleſh ; but the anfwer of a good conſcience 
towards God ?” © Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidently ſet 
forth among you; as come, as © crucified,” as 


* crowned with glory and honour.” Is He, who was 


& the root of Jeſſe;” who grew up “as a tender plant: 
who was cut down by the axe of Divine juſtice ; who 
miraculouſly revived ; who is © the Tree of life, in the 
midſt of the Paradiſe of God; - your only hope, and 
higheſt joy? Lay this ſubjeQ@ ſeriouſly to heart. 
You have been warned often, and are warned now, to 
flee from the wrath to come.” Conſcience, it may be, 
{mites you this moment; cheriſh, O] cheriſh, the im- 
preſſion.— Is fancy alone awake, and buſy in carrying 
the mind from yourſelves? When the audience of 
John heard the ſaying in our text, perhaps ſome of them 
thought on the deftruQion of the Aﬀyrian monarchy, 
and of the Babylonian, which had been anciently re- 
preſented by the figure of a Tree cut down f. Thus, 

* Matt, xv. 13, f Rom, ii. 8, 9. þ} Ezek. xxxi, 12, Dan, iv. 11, 13, 14. 


they 
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they might attempt to blunt the edge of the Baptiſt's 


warning. Some, perhaps, were pleaſed with the pro- 


priety of the ſimilitude; while they negleQted the truth 
of the ſaying, and the juſtice of the doom. Some, per- 
haps, imagined that Mey would be ſpared ; though others 
might be hewn down. Some probably felt mixed, yet 
ineffectual and tranſitory, emotions of fear and joy. 
You know their fooliſh and ruinous miſtake : you have 
heard of the deſtruttion of the Jewiſh church; you en- 
joy the ſame culture once beſtowed on that church. 
„ Behold, therefore, the good s and ſeverity of God: 
on them which fell, ſeverity; but towards thee, good- 
neſs, if thou continue in his goodneſs; otherwiſe thou 
alſo ſhalt be cut off *.” The Chriſtian Church ſhall not, 
indeed, like the Jewiſh, be hewn down: but, remain 
from age to age continually ; till © the trees of the 
wood rejoice before the Lord,” when © he cometh to 
judge the earth.” Particular churches, however, and 
numberleſs individuals, may be © broken off, becauſe 
of unbelief.” You muſt grant, that trees of the foreſt, 
and of the garden,—that open infidels and falſe proſeſ- 
ſors have been hewn down, even in the preſent life, with 
heart-rending ſtrokes; and that “a fire“ has been 
& kindled, which” now © burns to the loweſt hell.“ 


“Except ye repent, ye ſhall as certainly periſh;" under 


equal, if not greater guilt, and juſt ſeverity, Remem- 
ber, that the vine and the fig-tree, to which profeſſors 
are often compared in Scripture,—when they are bar- 
ren, are uſeleſs. Their timber 1s fit only for the fire ; 


and even their ſhade compenſates not the want of fruit! 


* Rom, xi. 28. 


E2 | What- 


— — — —— T_T m 


28 2 WIAANI Nd T6 CArtiESS PROFESSORS.” 


Whatever ſhade you may afford io others; if you be 


Tpintually unfruitful, you are good for nothing! Vou 
produce not, indeed, the peſtilential leaves and poiſon- 
ous fruit, of infidelity. But, the axe of Divine wrath is 
two-edged, and cuts with both fides,—the Deiſt with 
the one fide, and the nominal Chriſtian with the other. 
„What ſhall the end be of them that obey not the 
Goſpel of God?” 
is not deſtitute of comfort, even to ſinners. Warn- 
ings of Divine wrath are given in mercy. The Lord 
as yet ceaſes not to be a reprover: and He waits to be 
gracious. Give no ſlumber to your eye-lids, till you 
6 partake of the root and fatneſs of the Olive tree *. — 
How comfortable is this ſubje& to genuine believers ! 
The axe of Divine wrath is removed from them, as far 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt ; as the heaven is higher 
than the earth, ſo great towards them is Divine mercy ; 


and as mount Zion, firm is their ſtate. The leaſt tree | 


of righteouſneſs, the weakeſt branch in Chriſt, —is per- 
fectly ſafe; is watered with the dew of heaven; is 
pruned by affection with {kill and care; ſhall be tranſ. 
planted into the celeſtial Paradiſe, and flouriſh for ever 
and ever. What was Eden, in all it's glory, to ſuch à 
fight! | 

I would call the attention both of ſinners, and of 
faints, to the circumſtances of the preſent time; which 
are not widely different from thoſe of the time when the 
Baptiſt lived. It is a time of ſpiritual drought ; and 
the ſhowers of Divine influences have been withheld for 
pur iniquities. The profeſſion of many fades as a leaf; 


rn. 


and 


The ſubje&, though alarming, 
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and even where the leaf is green, often there is no good 
fruit. But, the genuine Chriſtian is “ like a tree planted 
by the rivers of waters, that bringeth forth his fruit 
in his ſeaſon; his leaf alſo ſhall not wither” entirely.— 
It is a time of abundant ordinances, and of extraordi- 
nary efforts to ſpread the means of grace. A voice 
from heaven ſounds in our ears; © Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord; “ Repent ye, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is” eminently “ at hand; —“ Bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance ”;—* The kingdom of God may be 
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof.” —It is a time of violent ſtorms. 
As the day of the Baptiſt was deeply marked with ſpi- 
ritual jndgments ; and though the {ky of Providence was 
apparently ſerene, temporal judgments were at hand :— 
fo, great calamities both ſpiritual and temporal ; the 
frequent blaſts of infidelity, which carry danger and 
death ; and unſettled notions about the truth, variable 
as the breeze; are ſweeping over the land. But, the 
ſame winds which ſhake and remove trees that are rotten; 
ſtrengthen the ſound, and make them ſtrike their roots 
deeper. It is a time both of terror and ſecurity. 
The hearts of many are trembling; not, however, for 
their own ſouls and the Ark of God, but for their pro- 
perty and the fate of kingdoms, They negle& Him 
who plants, and may pluck up. Little do they con- 
ſider, that of Britain it may be ſaid ; © the Lord called 
thy name, a green olive-tree, fair and of goodly fruit. 

The branches of it are broken. For the Lord of hoſts 
| pbatplanted thee, hath pronounced evil againſt thee *. 


P Jer. IL. 16, 17. 


Avoid 
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Avoid the principles and tempers of the Phariſees. 


Boaſt not, as they did, of religious anceſtors. Boaſt" 


not of ſpiritual privileges; neither boaſt of your ſound 
profeſſion, as they boaſted of a corrupt one. Our 
Teſtimony, taking it all in all, is remarkably ſcriptural 
and pure. But, if we receive and profeſs Divine truth 
on human authority; we put our teſtimony in place of 
the Scriptures; and err, after the manner of the Phari- 
ſees, who were attached to “ the traditions of the fa- 
thers,” and materially ſubſtituted them in the room of 
God's word. Boaſt not of your ſervices and faſtings, 
of your prayers and alms.— Nor, ſay to another, in the 
pride of painted ſanQity ; “ Stand by, for I am holier 
than thou.” —* Beware ye of the leaven of the Phariſees, 
which is bypocriſy *. You diſlike the modern 
Sadducees, the free-thinkers of the age. But, hypocri- 
tical profeſſors are men of the ſame radical principles, 
and tempers; though their appearance be ſo widely 
different. They belong to the ſame “ generation of 
vipers:” or, (to allude to our text) they are trees 
equally ynproduRtive of good fruit; and from the ſame 
cauſe, unbelief and depravity of heart. 

Make ſure al. being in Chriſt, and ſee that you 
& Abide in Him.“ 

Think not, either through felf-conceit, or anxiety, 
that Truth will periſh, on your removal. It bas for 
it's defence an Almighty arm, and inviolable faithſul- 
neſs. It lived and flouriſhed before you, and it will 
live and flouriſh after you are gone;—when the righte- 
ous are removed to the land of perennial verdure, and 


4 v8 


the 
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the wicked are “ caſt out like an abominable branch.“ 
The members of this congregation are not the only 
witneſſes of God on earth, nor in London: and, were 
it neceſſary, He could raiſe up others from the bricks 
and timber of this houſe. Every inſtance of ſaving 
converſion is a miracle as real, and perhaps more won- 
derful. The rugged thorn is converted into the comely 
fir; the noxious brier into the fragrant and ſalutary 
myrtle ; and the corrupt tree, with the axe at it's root, 
into a fruitful vine, under the ſpecial care of Jehovah. 

It is impoſſible to conclude the diſcourſe in language 
more energetic than the very words of the text; and 
may this paſſage rouſe the formal, and promote ſuitable 
diſpoſitions in the godly ! “ Now, alſo, the axe is laid 
unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which 


bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and caſt 
into the fire.” 


END OF THE FIRST DISCOURSE, 


THE HAKRrt; 
o, | 
THE WORK OF GENUINE CHRISTIANS }' 
A DISCOURSE ON 
REVELATION, c. xv. v. g. 


& AND THEY SINd THE $0NG or Moss, TRE SERTANT 01 
« GOD; AND THE $0NG OF THE LAMB.” 


HIS paſſage, of muſical found and harmonious 
meaning, refers, in it's tri& ſenſe, to the ſong of 
devout gratitude and humble triumph on occafion of 
deliverance from Anti-chriſtian tyranny. The auguſt 
ſcene paſſed, in ptophetlc viſion; before the eyes of the 
Apoſtle Jobi. What he ſaw, he wrote for the direc- 
tion and encouragetnent of the church. © I ſaw,” ſays 
the beloved diſciple, © as it wete a ſea of glaſs, magled 
with fire.” The expreſſion, “a ſea of glaſs, alludes, 
bither to the molten ſea in Solomon's temple, which had 
a cleat and burniſhed appearance; or, with greater 
probability, to the Red Sea, at the time when Iſrael 
marched through the flood. The fea was in a manner 
cohgealed; and ſtood on heaps, as if it had loſt the 


fluidity of water. It reſembled an object which never ob- 


tained in nature, though fancy can eaſily conceive ita 
fea of glaſs,” firm, pure, and tranſparent. The Pillar of fire 
ſhining upon it, gave the fea a red and fiery colour.— 
N Ow, is extraordinary and miraculous viſion may be 
well underſtood of che righteouſneſs of Jetus Chrilt, 
F | His 
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His merit is ample as the ſea, ſpotleſs and ſtable as 2 
ſea of glaſs ;—and it is “ mingled with fire,” the blood 
of Chriſt being inſeparably connetted with his Spirit, 
and pardon with holineſs. The beloved diſciple 
& ſaw,” alſo, “ them that had gotten the victory over 
the beaſt, and over his image, and over his mark, and 
over the number of his name, ſtand on the ſea of glaſs.” 

They were oppoſed and oppreffed by Antichriſt, as 
Iſrael had been treated by Pharaoh. When they 
threatened to leave the Romiſh Church, which, like 
Egypt, was overſpread with darkneſs, and filled with 
idolatry,—they became objects of brutal and ferocious 


rage. But, like Iſrael, by the arm of Jehovah they got 


the victory: and they © ſtood on the ſea of glaſs;” 
boldly contending for the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, as the 
only ground of Juſtification before God, and for it's 
happy influence on purity of heart and life. The per- 
fe& and excluſive merit of the Redeemer was the great 
ſubjeQ of Teſtimony in the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion; as it is, indeed, a fundamental doctrine of the 
Holy Scriptures. Standing on this ſure and immove- 
able ground, the intrepid Reformers gave glory to God 
for his wonderful work, in delivering 4hem from the 
power of the monſtrous and mercileſs Beaſt. Their 
grateful, joyful, triumphant exerciſe is deſcribed in 


alluſion to the ancient mode of worſhip. Vocal and 


inſtrumental muſic were, then, conjoined in religious 
praiſe, by Divine authority. Accordingly, thoſe who 
gained the victory, and ſtood on the ſea of glaſs, are ſaid 
to have © the harps of God.”—* And they ling the 
ſong of Moſes, the ſeryant of God; and the ſong of 
the Lamb,” « T he deliverance from myſtical Egypt re- 

minded 
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minded them of what the Lord had done for Iſrael. 
There was a ſtriking ſimilarity between the one event 
and the other. For both, praiſe was due to the Divine 
deliverer, and praiſe was given. The ſong of Moſes, 
remarkable as 1t :s, gives place to one much ſuperior. _ 
The ſong of the Lamb is lofiier and ſweeter, more ex- 
tenſive, and more various, than the former. United, 
they make a lofty and ſweet anthem indeed. . The mar- 
tyrs, amidſt the yellingg of the Beaſt for his prey, were 
acquainted with this ſong. In falling, © they over- 
came by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their teſtimony ;” and “ the high praiſes of God were 
in their mouths.” — When Antichriſt ſhall finally ſink 
into his burning grave, what acclamations of joy and 
triumph; though Popiſh, and even nominally Pro- 
teſtant powers may wail and weep! 
But, we may view the ſubjett in a general light. 
During a long period, “ praiſe waited for the Lord in 
Zion” alone, The heathens ſang hymns to their falſe 
gods; and celebrated the learning of their wiſe men, 
the exploits of their warriors, and the virtues of their 
benefaRtors. Idolatrous praiſes reſounded in every 
City, and in every temple. Now, the Gentiles are 
called to ſhare in the privileges, and to ſing the ſongs, 
of Zion. Tie prophetic command is partly obeyed ; 
6 Make a joyful noiſe unto God, all ye lands. Sing 
forth the honour of his name; make his praiſe glori- 
> ous.” Let the inhabitants of the rock ſing, let them 
- Tſhout from the top of the mountains. Let them give 
3g glory unto the Lord, and declare his praiſe in the 
iſlands *.“ The fancied mulic of the {pheres, and the. 
* ® pfui n, 2. If, xlib 12, 13. 5 q 
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famed ſhepherds of Arcadia, muſt yield the palm tq 
ſuch a ſong, and ſuch a band. We may, therefore, 
conſider the ſong of Moſes, and the ſong of the Lamb, 

in a large ſenſe ; as extending to the whole praiſe of 
the New Teſtament Church. Shall we not © fing unto 
the Loxy? for he hath done excellent things: this is 
known in all the earth *.” 

A ſhort anſwer to theſe inquiries may be attempted. 
Why is the praile of the New Teſtament Church called 
« the ſong of Moſes?” Why is it called * the ſong of 
the Lamb?” And, what relation does this ſubject bear 
fo the deſign of our preſent meeting? 

I. Why is the praiſe of the New Teſtament Church 
called © the long of Moſes?” The ſong of Moles, and 
which bears his name becauſe he was the ſacred penman 
of i it, was compoſed on occaſion of the deliverance of 
Ifrael from Egyptian bondage, and of their ſafe and 
miraculous paſſage through the Red Sea. In the vo- 
lume of God's book it is written +; and will inſtru, 
delight, and elevate, - while the Sun endureth. As a 
poetical compoſition, it is unequalled, in venerability 
of age, in magnitude of occaſion, in fublimity of 
thought, and beauty of language.—How forcible the 
expreſſion! How grand the metaphors! What a bappy 
e t- But, is admiration of that ee 


+ If. xii. 8. + Exod. xv. 


1 le is a ome collateral proof of Revelation, that to it Poets and Orators 
have been indebted for the ſublime} thoughts, and the richeſt imagery. Where 
is the great Milaon ſo elevated, the benevolent Thomſon ſo delicately deſcriptive, the 
Jicentious © Sterne ſo tender and affeQing, —as i in thoſe paſſages of their works which 
are borrowed from the Scriptures ? A late famous Orator never ſoared ſo high, as 
when he was borne up by ſacred pinions. 'Purke, amidſt all his tergiverſations 
and reveries in polities, paid a juſt tribute of praiſe to the Bible. Yet, this is 
the Book which a frog from the pit affects and pre ſutaes to deſpiſe 


pathetic, 
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pathetic, and chaſte Ode, the only, or the chief ſenti · 
ment which we ſhould feel; and which it js ſuited to in- 
ſpire? Was it's rehearſal confined to Iſrael, on the 
farther ſhore of the Red Sea? Had it no reſpett to the 
Goſpel Church? Has it no reſpett to the Church in 
Heaven ?—Fathers, and brethren, we are deeply in- 
tereſted in it's contents. The immediate occaſion is 
long, long paſt: it's meaning and uſe, matter and deſign, 
however, extend to all the periods of time, and to all 
the ages of Eternity. The propriety of the appellation, 
therefore, © the Song of Moſes,” as given to the praiſe 
of the New Teſtament Church, may be briefly evinced. 
1. The fingers conſtitute one body. Behold the thou- 
ſands of Iſrael colletted; crouding together, yet in fair 
array; and uniting, as one man, in the delightful em. 
ploy.—The church of God, though particular diſpen- 
ſations have been changed, and circumſtances may 
vary,—ls One. The Old Teſtament Church, and the 
New, are cloſely united; as members of the fame body, 
as the ſame perſon in different degrees of improvement. 
The Church is an heir; once a child, and a youth, — 
but now grown up to comparatiye maturity“: and it is 
part of the myſtery of the Goſpel “ that the Gentiles 
ſhould be fellow-heirs, and of the ſame body F.“ 
Hence, what the Lord did for Iſrael long before the 
days of the Pſalmiſt, is repreſented as done for the 
Church in his time: nor is it improper: for the Church 
now to uſe the fame ſtriking language. He turned 
the ſea into dry land: they went through the flood on 
foot, there did we rejoice in Him *,” It is one God 
* Gal. in. 1. . 5» + Epheſ. iii. 3, 6. T PC. Ixvi, 6. 
| who 
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who juſtifies the circumciſion, and the uncircumciſion; 
and on the ſame ground, which the law and the prophets, 
the Goſpel and the Apoſtles, unanimouſly atteſt. There 
is one Saviour, and one Spirit; one hope, and one inherit- 
ance. True chriſtians are nearly related to one another, 
and to all the wiſe-and good in former generations, and 
ancient times. Whateyer be their profeſſion, or ſitu- 
ation in life, they belong to the ſame family, and even 
to one living Head. The ſaints on earth, and the ſaints 
in heaven, compoſe © the general Aſſembly and 
Church of the firſt-born.” Their habitual exerciſe ac- 
cords with their character of unity. How ſolacing the 
thought that, as chriſtians, we are engaged in the ſame 
employ with patriarchs and prophets, with genuine be- 
lievers throughout the whole earth, with * the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfea!” Viewing Iirael as a ſpiritual 
and an illuſtrious progenitor, we may adopt the beauti- 
ful words in the Song of Moſes; “the Loxp is my 
God, and I will prepare him an habitation); my father's 
God, and I will exalt him,” 

2. The Praiſe of the New Teſtament Church may 
be denominated “ the Song of Moſes,” becauſe that 
ſong was peculiar to Iſrael. The Egyptians did not, 
and could not, ſing it. Thouſands of them in a mo- 
ment had gone down to the houle of ſilence. Their 


carcaſes, their armour, and their inſtruments of muſic, 
were ſtrewed on the ſhore. Throughout Egypt, the 
voice of lamentation was louder than when the firſt- 
born periſhed. None of the other nations bore a part 
m the employ: though the 'wondering confeſſion might 
be extorted; as at a future period, when another glori- 

| dus 
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39 
ous deliverance was wrought for Iſrael ; The Lord 
hath done great things for them.“ “ The Lord hath 
done great things for us,” was language . peculiar to the 
choſen tribes #.—— Still, thoſe who utter the voice of 
thankſgiving are © a peculiar people;”—peculiar in 
their ſtate, temper, experience, and exerciſe; a peo- 
ple ſelected, in abſolute ſovereignty, from many around; 
a people ranſomed, called, formed. They give thanks 
for temporal mercies; and, properly ſpeaking, are pe- 
culiar even in this exerciſe. - Others are more in- 
ſenſible and ungrateful than the ox and the aſs ——But, 
there are higher bleflings which demand a loftier ſong. 
„O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the 
Lord ſay ſo, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of 
the enemy.” HBleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, 
for he hath viſited and redeemed his people ! -The 
frequent recurrence of the term redeemed may pain a 
muſical ear: but, O how charming to an awakened con- 
ſcience, and a renewed heart! Thoſe who ſhare not 
in redemption, are “ the unthankful and the evil.” 
Like the mixed multitude who accompanied Iſrael from 
Egypt, they profeſſedly join in ſongs of deliverance ; 
yet, ſoon they forget the works of the Lord, and are 
ſtrangers to the firſt note of praiſe; “ Great is thy 
mercy towards me; and thou haſt delivered my 9 
from the loweſt hell.“ | 
3. The ſong of Moſes was ſung after Iſrael left Egypt, 
and before they reached Canaan. They departed from 
the houſe of bondage and mourning, ere the joy ful 
® Pf. cxxvi. 2, 3. + Pf. cvii. 2, 2. Luke, i. 68. 
ſtrains 
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firaihs aſcended to heaven. When the right hand of the 


Lord had dom valiantly in their behalf, their ſtate was 
completely changed, and new ſenſations were felt and 


expreſſed. Fo them the promiſe of Canaan was given; 


they were on a journey to the goodly land, and the jour: 
ney was moſt auſpiciouſly begun. But, did the choſen 
tribes wait till their atrival in the land of Promiſe; and 
then celebrate the wohders of Divine power and grace? 
No: The ſong cominenced immediately after the de- 
liverance; and an emphaſis is put on the time; © the 
Lord ſaved Iſrael that day. Then ſang Moſes and the 
children of Iſrael . As they journeyed; freſh grounds 
of praiſe were afforded; and, to crovn the whole, Jordari 
was driven back. The ſong of the New Teſtament: 
Church, in like manner, began on the erection of that 
Church. The diciples having witneſſed the triumphant 
aſcenſion. of their Lord, “ returned to Jerufalem with 
great joy; and were continually in the Temple, praifing 
and bleſſing God t.“ When © the foundations” of the 
new Creation were thus © faſtened, and the cotner- 
ſtone thereof laid; the morning-ftars ſang together, and 
all the fons of God ſhouted for joy.”—Yea, + out of 
the mouths of babes, praiſe was “ perfected; when 
buman natute was exalted in the perſon and power of 
the ſecond Adam, Jjehovah- Jeſus . The deſert, the 
Centile world, rejoiced, when it bloſſomed as the roſe: 

— With reſpett to individuals, they muſt be brought 
from the houſe of bondage, and paſs through the ſea of 
deep conviction; ere they can rejoice in the Lord, and 
give him the glory due to his name. The. People who 


® Exod, xiv. 30. XV. 1. + Luke, xxiv. 32, 53. Pf. viii, Heb. ii. 6.7, 
praiſe 
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praiſe him, are created in a ſpititual ſenſe. * God 
becomes our ſalvation,” by pardoning mercy and re- 
newing grace; and hen © he is our ftrength, and our 
ſong “. '—Believers are journeying to the hetter coun- 
try, the heavenly Canaan. There they ſhall arrive, 
every one of them in his order,; and there they ſhall 
employ their harps in the beſt manner. But even here 
though“ without are fightings, and within are fears ;? 
though the yoke. of ſervitude leaves a painful impreſ- 
ſion, and the ſhoulder. not entirely delivered from bur- 
thens; though the waſte howling. wildernels is before 
them, and the. ſwellings of Jordan are yet to be wa 
they {ing unto the Lord a new long. - -- - 

4. The ſong. of Moſes. was . It was, 
doubtleſs, hiſtorical; xeferfing to a matter of fact, and 
to an event then paſtʒ an event which Iſrael ſaw with 
their eyes, in whieh-they were deeply intereſted; which 
they experienced. The whole narration is mat ked with 
ſimplicity, modeſty; and truth. Moles records his own 
infirmities and faults, as well as the follies and crimes of 
his nation. Had the writer fabricated the ſtory; he would 
have been the moſt daring and fooliſh impoſtor: had 
Iſrael given him credit, they would have been a nation 
of idiots.” Yet; Deiſts diſbelieve the whole account,; 
contraditt, and blaſpheme. Their obje&:ons; for their 
f[arcaſms are unworthy of notice; have been completely 
anſwered a thouſand times. They. © err, not knowing 
the Scriptures, and the power of God.“ They deny the 
miracles of which Moles was the inſtrument; and the 
greater miracles of which Chriſt was the author,—that 

A. ali. . 
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they may find a pretext, thin as a cobweb, for diſbeliev- 


ing the doctrines of the Word, diſobeying it's precepts, 


and deſpiſing it's threatenings.— But, the ſong of 
Moſes, while it refers to an event then paſt, was alſo 
prophetical. Moſes himſelf was a great prophet; and 
probably, both in penning and in rehearſing that Song, 
looked forward to future times, when One infinitely 
greater than Moſes ſhould appear, to © deftroy the 
works of the Devil;”— ſhould come “ from Edom, 
with dyed garments from Bozra; glorious in bis ap- 
parel, and travelling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength.” 
Lou muſt have obſerved how often the auguſt 
name JEHOVAH occurs in the ſong of Moſes. Is not 
our Redeemer- ſtrong? Is not the Loxp of hoſts his 
name! In the Sixty-eigbth Pſalm, which is chiefly pro- 
phetical, mention is made of the God of Iſrael as a 
triumphant conqueror, and greater triumphs to be at- 


chieved by the ſame conquerer are predifted: © O 


God, when thou wenteft forth before thy people, 


_ when thou didſt march through the wilderneſs; the earth 


ſhook, the heavens dropped, Sinai itſelf was moved.” — 
« The.chariots of God are twenty thouſand, even thou- 
ſands of angels; the Lord is among them as in Sinai. 
Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led captivity 
captive. The ſong of Zacharias alludes, and not ob- 
ſcurely, to the fulfilment of that which the ſong of 


Moles, in effeft, foretold . According to the melo- 


dious notes of the good old man, the Lord hath 


viſited - and redeemed his people; and raiſed up an 

horn of ſalvation: as he ſpake by the mouth of his 
„Luke i. 68, 69, 70. 

holy 
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holy Prophets, which have been ſince the world be. 
gan.” Does not Moſes ſtand high among that diſtin- 
guiſhed Order? Did he not propheſy; when he wrote 
in poetic numbers, on the banks of the Red Sea, and 
in the plains of Moab * ? 

5. The praiſe of the New Teſtament Church may 
be called“ The Song of Moſes,” becauſe the occa- 
ſion of that ſong was typical. The occaſion of it was 
a glorious deliverance, crowned with an -unexampled 
victory. The Song is, therefore, ſuitably compoſed of 
praiſe and exultation.——Lſrael had long groaned be- 
neath the iron-rod of Pharaoh. Their bondage was 
cruel, their miſery extreme, and the caſe apparently 
deſperate. But Jehovah: brought them forth with an 
out ſtretched arm. Scarcely had they left. Egypt, when 
Pharaoh purſued, threatening deſtruttion: and they 
were apparently hemmed in, beyond the poſſibility of 
eſcape. The Red Sea, however, was miraculouſly 
opened by Him who fits King on the floods; and 
Iſrael paſſed through in perfett ſafety. This deliver- 
ance deſerves to be remembered with high emotions of 
wonder, thankfulneſs, and praiſe. But, it acquires in- 
creaſed and immenſe magnitude from its typical mean- 
ing. It typified the great Redemption by price, and 
by power. What were the effects of the rod of Möſes, 
to thoſe produced by the. Croſs of Chriſt! The ſpiri- 
tual nature of the deliverance, the countleſs multitude 
who enjoy it, and the enjoyment of it for ever,—with 
the manner in which the- whole is accompliſhed,—give 
to this Salvation incomparable dignity and importance. 


» Deut. XAX1U XXX Ul, 
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G 2 


44 THE WORK OF GENWINE CHRISTIANS. 


Was the Song of Moſes as well triumphant, as 
grateful? Were enemies overthrown and overwhelm- 
ed? What a contraſt between their blood-thirſty inſo- 
lence, and their impending doom! © My Juſt ſhall be 
ſatisfied, I will draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy.” 
Thou didſt blow with thy wind, the ſea covered 
them ; they ſank as lead in the mighty waters.” And 
is not the ſong of the New Teſtament-Church in cele- 
bration of a victory more illuſtrious, and more aſtoniſh- 
ing? © Kings of great armies did flee apace ;”—Satan, 
the leader of the powers of darkneſs, Sin the Chief 
of, the hoſts of corruption, and Death the king of ter- 
rors, are ſwallowed up in vittory, as Pharaoh and his 
hoſt by the engulphing waters: while thoſe “ who tarried 
at home,” or “ ſtood ſtill,” unable to aſſiſt in the 
council of war; unable, and unwilling, to take the field, 
divided the rich ſpoil.” The death of Chriſt is em- 
phatically denominated “ his deceaſe*, his exit, or de- 
parture; in alluſion to the Exodus, or departure, of Iſrael 
from Egypt by the way of the Red Sea. The path of 
his paſſage, as our Repreſentative, through the floods 
of Divine anger, was the grave of his enemies. “ Re- 
member ye not the former things, neither conſider the 
things of old.” A new thing” is done; © ſhall ye not 
know it?” © O ſing unto the Lord a new ſong, for he 
hath done marvellous things: his right hand and his 
| holy arm have gotten him the victory +!” Moſes, in his 
ſong, does not extol the wiſdam and power, the merit 
and courage, of Iſrael. The battle was the Lord's, 
and to Him the whole praiſe was rendered. His name 

* Luke ix. 31. F Pf. xcvlil. 1. 
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occupies the chief place in every branch of the de- 
ſcription, and is emphatically repeated many times. 
* Thanks be to God; who giveth us the viQtory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt !” | 
Theſe obſervations may illuſtrate the title applied to 
the praiſe of the New Teſtament-Church, —“ the Song 
of Moſes.” -Let us 
II. Inquire into the meaning and propriety of the 
higher title, “ the Song of the Lamb.” Do you need 
to be told, who the Lamb is; when the Scriptures 
teſtify of Jeſus ſo often, and with ſuch plainneſs, in this 
very character? * The Lamb of God,” “the Lamb 
without blemiſh,” „* the Lamb in the midſt” of the 
throne,” are characters ſo clear in their reference, that 
he who runs may read them *. There is a ſingular fit- 
neſs 


My ingenious brother, (The Rev. Wm. Maurice, of Fetter-lane, ) in the courſe 
of converſation lately, told me, that in peruſing the Greek Teſtament a few days 
hefore, he obſerved two different words ſignifying the Laub, applied to Jeſus Chriſt. 
This hint drew my attention to the ſubjett; and, on examining the Original 
language, I found that in three paſſages only, (John, i. 29. Acts, viii. 32. 1 Pet. 
i. 19.) all referring to our Lord in his ſtate af humiliation, the word &u; is uſed 
while in ſix and twenty paſſages of the book of Revelation, all referring to his 
exalted ſtate, the word 419) is employed. The following thought, with reſp*& 
to this difference of terms, has occurred to the Author. The word dh is de- 
rived from abs, which denotes the ſoft wool on the new-born Lamb: or, is 
compounded of @ privativo and jivog (vel wizic) anger, or of « priv. and e, 
ſtrength ; and ſignifies without ſtrength, without finful wrath. Thus, it beautifully 
expreſles the tenderneſs of our Lord's human nature; and it's moral perfection, 
particularly holy mildneſs,—fitting him to be a proper ſacrifice, The word 
£245 is derived originally from da, prayers ;—probably, becauſe both in the 
Jewiſh Church, and among the heathens, prayer always accompanied ſacrifice. 
Mow, may not the application of this name to the exalted Redeemer point out his 
great work in heaven, —meritorious interceſſion ? Chriſt enjoined all his 
hearers, and all who bear his name, to © ſearch the Scriptures.” The Author 
would humbly adviſe his Reverend Fathers and Brethren, to ſearch the Scriptures 
in the Original languages. In theſe, they contain treaſures of wiſdom ; which are 


probably 
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neſs and beauty in conneRing the | ſe of Chriſt te the 


Lamb” with the Song of Moſes, The Paſchal Lamb 
was the mean of Iſrael's deliverance from the deſtroy- 


ing angel, as the rod of Moſes was the inſtrument of 


opening their paſſage through the great deep; and 
both were cloſely conneAed with reſpect to time, as 
parts of one deliverance, and as typical of one Great 
Objea, For, this connexion holds true eminently of 
the Antitype. In Chriſt crucified, in Jeſus crowned 
with glory and honaur,—we have “ the blood of 
ſprinkling,” and the rod of ſtrength. He is, therefore, 
the Alpha and Omega of our * More parti- 
cularly, 

1. The praiſe of the New Teſtament Church is in- 


Jpired by the Lamb. Moſes did not, through his 


own powers of invention, compoſe the ſong which bears 
his name. The matter and ſtyle prove it's Divine 
origin. How inferior the produQtions of the greateſt 
uninſpired bards! Homer and Virgil, Milton and 


| Young, will not bear a compariſon, either with © the 


Man who was raiſed up on high, the anointed of the 
God of Jacob, the ſweet Plalmiſt of Iſrael;” or 


probably {till hidden ina conſiderable degree, and unexplored, The knows 
ledge of the Scriptures in à trenſlation is greatly promoted by comparing one 
paſſage with another, and by attending to the connexton and ſeope. The propriety | 
of a nams, or of a charafer, may furniſh an inſtructive and luminous hint. For in- 
ance, —it is not without important meaning, that in the book of Revelation, 
which ſo fully deſcribes. Antichriſs, ous Lord ſhould be ſo often characteriſed 
« the Lamb.” His ſacrifice, his interceſſion, his meekneſs, and his purity, — 
are thus tacitly oppoſed to the idolatrous facrifice, the blaſphemous prayers, the 
favage cruelty, and the groſs abominations of © the man of ſin.” How juſtly does 
the latter incur the wrath of the Lamb! And what muſt his wrath be! How 
greadful! yet, how holy! 


with 
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with his predeceſſor, Moſes. This illuſtrious He- 
brew bard, prophet, and prince, might have adopted 
the language of David; * The Spirit of the Lord 
ſpake by me, and his word was in my tongue “.“ 
But, the whole Bible is © the teſtimony of Jeſus;” 
a teſtimony by him, and a teſtimony concerning him, 
“ The Spirit A Chriſt was in the prophets, and teſtified 
before hand” his © ſufferings and the glory that ſhould 
follow +.” The ſong of Moſes is part of that teſti. 
mony ;—a part as well as typical, as prophetic. Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the exerciſe of his prophetical office, opens 
the book of Divine counſels, and declares the will of 
God r. Thus, he furniſhes the matter, and dictates the 
ſtyle, of praiſe. He, alſo inſpires the fingers. An 
underſtanding to diſcern, an heart to feel, a lip to ac- 
knowledge, deliverances and mercies, is a Divine work. 
© This people have I formed for myſelf; they ſhall 
ſhow forth my praiſe.” We are told, that no man 
could learn” the new © ſong, but the redeemed from 
the earth ||.” The greater part of men have an ear for 
muſic. In a ſpiritual Tenſe, however, they have no 
ear; and were born deaf and dumb. It is by giving a 
capacity, not by improving natural powers, that * he 
who hath the tongue of the learned” teaches any to ce- 

lebrate his truth and loving-kindneſs. Of this fact, the 

_ miracles which Jeſus wrought on earth, were ſtrikingly 
emblematical. The ears of the deaf were unſtopped, 
and the dumb were made to ſing. Can the tongues 
which the Redeemer hath looſened from the very cords 


* 2 Sam. Xxiii. 2. + 1 Pet. i. 11. 
7 Rev. v. 5. $ If, x}iii, 21. j Rev. xiv. 3. 
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of death be ſilent i in bis praiſe! If they were ſilent, the 
ſtones would cry out. 

2. The praiſe of the New Teſtament Church r pelle 
the Lamb. The ſong of Moſes did not reſpett Him. 
But, the Lamb is the ſubjeQ-matter of Thankſgiving 
praiſe, and triumph. We muſt rehearſe the dignity of 
his perſon, the perfection of his righteouſneſs, the riches 
of his grace, the wonders of his power, the depth of hig 
abaſement, the extremity of his ſufferings, and the 
height of his glory. Moſes was only © the ſervant 
of God.” Chriſt is his ſervant in a higher and peculiar 


ſenſe,—a perfect and meritorious ſervant : not a ſer- 


vant only, but a Son; in his nature Divine, . the Lord 
God *Almighty, King of ſaints, and King of nations. 
This Son, whom Jehovah acknowledges as his equal, 
was © called out of Egypt,“ or the world, in the whole 
track of his ſufferings, which iſſued in his paſſage 
through the Red Sea of Divine wrath*. © Though a 
Son, yet he learned obedience;” and“ became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the croſs.” The reality 
and neceflity of his true and ſupreme Deity may be, 
thus, proved from his charafter and work on earth, © in 
the form of a ſervant.” Had he not been a Divine 
perſon, could he have borne the weight of Heaven's 
vengeance without ſinking entirely ? Could there have 
been any merit, or efficacy, in his ſufferings and death? 
Could he have ſpoiled principalities and powers on the 
Croſs? His aſſumption of human nature, for the pur- 
poſe of meritorious atonement, the ground of his vic- 
tory and honour, was real and neceſſary. Hence, he is 


* Matt, ii. 15. Luke, i IX. 31» 
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ſo often denominated . the Lamb :” not merely meek 
and patient, innocent and amiable ;. but the Paſchal 
Lamb, ſubſtituted in the place of ſpiritual Iſrael, and 
facrificed for them. The ſong of the Church, and even 
of angels; therefore; eſpecially reſpeQs the. bleeding 
Lamb: © Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
power, and wiſdom; and glory, and bleſſing *:” Moſes, 
the ſervant of God, died in the wilderneſs ;—a proof 
that his miniſtry was imperfeRt; and that“ a better hope” 
was requiſite. Jeſus the Son of God, was made “ per- 
fe through ſufferings,” and is © become the author of 
eternal ſalvation to all them that obey him:” He is 
the Captain of ſalvation” who delivers from bondage; 
and © brings many ſons to glory.” We know not the 
grave of the ſervant: but, * come ſee the place where the 
Lord lay!” We may now joyfully ſpeak, and ſing trium- 
phantly, of his deceaſe; when © of him it is witneſſed that 
he liveth.“ Ves; —be lives, that ſinners may be united 
to him by faith; and obtain all the bleſſings of his pur- 
chaſe. What will be the joy, and what the melody, 
when the Jewiſh Church, with a vaſt number of Gen- 
tiles, ſhall be preſented to Chriſt as a chaſte virgin, and 
eſpouſed by him! Hope anticipates the event with 
rapture. © Let us be glad and rejoice, and give ho- 
nour to him: for; the marriage of the Lamb is come; 
and his wiſe hath made herſelf ready f.“ 
3. The praiſe of the New Teſtament Church is ad- 
dreſſed to the Lamb. The ſong of Moſes was addreſſed 
to the Lord. It had been blaſphemy and idolatry in 
the people to have direQed their ſacred praiſes to 
* Rev. v. 12, | + Rev; XIk. 7. 


H Moſes, 
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Moſes, to any man, or to any angel. Devout thankſ- 
giving is a part of religious worſhip, and due to God 
only. He alone who inhabits eternity, can inhabit the 
praiſes of Iſrael. The ſong of the Lamb is addrefſed 
to bimſelf. The reaſon 1s,—he is a Divine perſon. 
Thus, it is written, in the ſequel of the paſſage before 
us; © Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of 
ſaints.” Though it were granted, that the firſt title is 
to be underſtood, either of God eſſentially, or of the 
eternal Father; yet the ſecond is plainly applicable, 


and applied, to God in the perſon of the Son. Even 
the firſt title is materially claimed by our Saviour; © I 


am Alpha and Omega, 'the beginning and the ending ; 


ſaith the Lord, who is, and who was, and who is to 


come, the Almighty *.” Are his works divinely great 


and marvellous? Are kzs ways divinely juſt and true? 
And, is not Divine Glory, alſo, xis? Did the ſong of 
Moſes celebrate the exiſtence and the wonders of 


Jebhovah? And does the ſong of the Lamb, in a direct 


addreſs to himſelf, celebrate the being and atchieve- 
ments of a creature? Holy angels, the firſt rank of 
intelligent creatures, worſhipped and praiſed him, at his 


aſcenſion; as they ſhall worſhip and praiſe him to cter- 
nity. Every one of them joined in the acclamation, 


and mutual excitement. % God is gone up with a 
ſhout, the Lord with the ſound of a trumpet. Sing 
praiſes to God, ſing praiſes; ſing praiſes to our King, 


{ing praiſes.” —The incarnation and death of Chriſt are 


not the proper grounds of worſhipping him; but the 
| oi * Rev. i. 8. 5 


Divine 
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Divine perfections which he poſſeſſes. Nevertheleſs, 
the former furmſh additional motzves to adoration and 
praiſe ; and his perſon is One and Divine. If it were 
otherwiſe, there is no inference clearer, more forcible, 
and more horrid, than that heaven is filled with 
idolaters: for, the unceaſing language there is; © Ta 
him that loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his 
own blood; and hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
God even his Father; to him be glory and dominion, 
for ever and ever *.“ The throne of God in the hea- 
venly Temple is the throne of the Lamb. Univerſal, 
unlimited, undivided homage is paid to“ him who fits 
upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever f.“ 
Thus, the ſong is addreſſed to the Lord the Lamb, 
both in his eſſential, and in his official, character, —as 
Immanuel, God-man, mediator.—It muſt be addreſſed 
to him alone, too, and ſtrictly, as Mediator, for the pur- 
pole of acceptance. By him let us offer the ſacrifice 
of praiſe to God continually, the fruit of our lips; 
giving thanks to his name 4.“ 

4. The praiſe of the New Teſtament Church is led 
by the Lamb. This does not contradi& the obſerva- 
tion already made,—that the ſong is addreſſed to the 
Redeemer, * the Lamb in the midſt of the throne ;” 
becauſe he ſuſtains different, yet conſiſtent and harmoni. 
ous, characters. In his Divine nature and perſon, he 
is the object of religious praiſe; as Mediator, through 
him all our thankſgivings, our ſervices, and we our- 
ſelves, are accepted; in his human nature, he leads the 
ſong of the Church. Moſes bore a principal part in 

* Rev. i, 5,6, + Rev. Xxli. g. v. 19. + Hebe. xiii. 14. 
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diſciples, or rather as the Maſter of the feaſt led them, 
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the rehearſal of the ſublime hymn, alluded to in the 


paſſage before us. This is marked in the expreſſion 
& Then ſang Moſes, and the children of Iſrael.” He 
was honoured to campoſe the triumphant ſong, and ta 
regulate it's performance. That it might be conducted 
with due order and ſolemnity, he ſeems to have divided 
the company into two great choirs; and ſetting himſelf 
and his brother Aaron at the head of the men, and his 
ſiſter Miriam with a timbrel in her hand at the head of 
the women, they ſung and played alternately. In lead- 
ing that ſong, Moſes typified our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Some, and not without reaſon, apply the whole of the 
Fortieth Pſalm to the Redeemer ; and particularly theſe 
words, © He hath put a new ſong in my mouth.” 
This is mentioned as following our Lord's deliverance 
from “ the horrible pit, and the miry clay ;” or, from 
the deep, dark, afflicted, and apparently polluted ſtate, 


of humiliation. Even under the ancient Economy, - 


Meſſiah was eminently Zaphnath Paaneah, (the Re- 
vealer of ſecrets,) and the true Jubal, (he who pro- 
duces,)—being the ſpiritual father and inſtruttor of all 
ſuch as, with heavenly ſkill, handled the harp and the 
organ. While he was on earth, “grace was poured 
into his lips;” and he ſtood unrivalled, as in true elo- 
quence towards men, ſo in ſweet melody towards God. 
Jeſus joined 1n the ſongs of the Temple, Having in- 
ſtituted the memorial of his deceaſe, when the voice of 
many waters was ſounding in his ears, and the floods 
were about to ruſh into his ſoul; he united with the 


in 
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in a ſong of praiſe . He declared the name of 
God to his followers, fet them an example of worſhip, 
and ſtill leads the devotions of the ſaints in heaven. 
6 I will declare thy name to my brethren, in the midſt 
of the church will I ſing praife unto thee t, “ in the 
midſt of the Church militant, and in the midſt of the 
church triumphant.” It is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 


that the lips of “ the man Chriſt Jeſus” will be thus em- 


ployed for ever; and particularly, when “ thy people 
have paſſed over, O Lord,” when “the people have 
paſſed over,—whom thou haſt purchaſed ;” when © thou 
{halt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of 


thine inheritance 7.”—As a celebrated poet happily ex- 


preſſes it, 


"ff Jefus the mar ſhall lead the ſong; 
6 The God inſpire the tune.“ | 


5. The Song of the New Teſtament Church ſhal! be 
ſung moſt ſweetly in the immediate and glorious preſence 


of the Lamb. Several learned and pious Expolitors - 


conſider the paſſage before us as referring properly to 
the final ſtate of the redeemed, or to the Church 
triumphant, We admit, that the ſong of Moſes partly 
typified the exerciſe of the Church in heaven, and that 
the ſong of the Lamb will be perfected there. But, 
ſurely it is always begun upon earth; and this ſeems to 


be the primary, though not the excluſive, reference. 


To confirm and illuſtrate ſuch a view of the paſſage, 
various reaſons might be adduced. Suffice it to ob- 
ſerve, that ſuch a view makes the alluſion clearer and 
more conſiſtent ;—as the ſong of Moſes was ſung in the 

Matt. xxvi. 30. + Pf, xxii. 22, Heb, ii. 22, } Exod. xv. 16, 17. 
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wilderneſs; and the ſong of the Lamb appears to be 
tacitly oppoſed to the ſong once addreſſed to the Anti- 
chriſtian Beaſt, On him, too, © the ſeven laſt plagues” 
were yet to be poured out: and all nations were to 
come, and worſhip before the Lord *. But the dif- 
ference of ſentiment on this point is not material; and 
we will not interrupt our harmony by going fartber 
into the diſcuſſion. Let us rather, having liſtened to 
the praiſes of the ſaints on earth, apply our ear to that 
louder and more harmonious voice which burſts upon 
us from the higheſt heavens, from the other fide of 
Jordan, from the ſhore of Emmanuel's land, from the 
City of the Great King, and from his palace itſelf. 
We are, at once, attrafted and repelled, aſtoniſhed and 
delighted. O the ſeraphic ſound! How it ſwells on 
the ear! How it allays grief, and ſoftens pain, when 
deep calleth unto deep! What are theſe who are ar- 
rayed in white robes? And whence came they?” — 
“ Theſe are they who came out of great tribulation, 
and have waſhed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and ſerve bim day and night, in his 
Temple +.” The Lamb in the midſt of the throne fer ds 
them with the bread of life, that manna which ceaſes not 
in the heavenly Canaan; . and the bread of adverſity 
ſhall be taſted no more: the Lamb leads them to living 
fountains; and they remember afflictions as waters that 
fail, as the brook decayed and dried up: God wipes 
away all tears from their eyes, and the faceis no more foul 
with weeping; but beams perfett ſerenity and the moſt 


* Rev. xv. 1, 4- + Rev. vii. 13, 14, 15. 


ſublime 


THE WORK OF GENUINE CHRISTIANS. 55 


ſublime pleaſure. They have come to Zion with ſongs, 
and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their heads; nor can 
they forget that Jehovah led them through the deep, led 
them through the wilderneſs, divided Jordan before them, 
and cauſed them to reſt,—to make himſelf an everlaſting 
name. No mournful ſtrain, nodiſcordant voice, nolanguor 
inthe employ. The celeſtial choir is compoſed of holy 
angels, and redeemed men. The former cordially join 
in the ſong of the Lamb: but, the ſublime and delicious 
note of redeeming love is peculiar to the latter. — 
'The hope that ſome of our deareſt friends are thus em- 
ployed before the throne of the Lamb, and that the 
Lamb will bring ourſelves thither, how animating 
amidſt the trials of a ſtrange land! What muſt the en- 
joyment be! Eſpecially, as their trials and our's will 
add ſo many notes to our united ſong, and ſo many 
Jewels to our crown. 

It remains, that we conſider, 

III. The relation which this ſubject bears to the 
deſign of our preſent meeting. The Object of the Mil- 
ſionary Society is highly laudable, and of infinite impor- 
tance. It is, that the heathen may be delivered from 
the power of darkneſs, worſe than Egyptian ; from the 

tyranny of Satan more cruel than the dominion of Pha- 
 raoh; from the wrath of God, more terrible than the 
ſtroke of the deſtroying angel. It is, that they may 
know * the Lamb of God, who taketh awav the fin of 
the world; © who aboliſhed death,” and “ through 


death deſtroyed him who had” judicially-executive 


*© power over the laſt enemy.” It is, that they may ſee 
the King of ſaints; whoſe ſteps, when he climbed 


Catvary, 
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Calvary, were as firm and majeſtic; as when he went forth 
for the ſalvation of his people, and clave the flood. It 
is, that the earth may be full of his praiſe ;—that the 
heathen, who have been acquainted only with idolatrous; 
obſcene, or trifling ſongs, may learn © the ſong of 
Moles, and the ſong of the Lamb. To gain this Ob- 
ject, the ſon of God became a man of ſorrows, agonized 
inthe garden, uttered the moſt dolorous cry; and poured 
out his ſoul unto death. Of this Object, the Lamb in the 
midſt of the throne is ever mindful; and to promote this 
Object, O Zion, thy God reigneth! His ſervants 
and ſubjetts on earth have a poruon of the ſame ſpirit. The 
vibrations of concern, deſire, hope, and ſacred rapture; 
have been ſtrongly felt in Britain, in various parts of - 
the. Continent, and in America. Shore has replied 
to ſhore, Our eyes have ſeen, and our cars have heard, 
miniſters and people of different tribes, but one 1fracl; 
uniting, and lifting up the voice together. O joyful 
ſound! eſpecially at a time, when our ears are filled 
with martial muſic, and ſtunned with the confuſed noiſe 
of the warrior ;—at a time, when ſo many chant to the 
ſound of the viol; and are not grieved either for the ſins 
and miſeries of their country, or for the judgments of 
their God:—at a time, when the voice of the warlike 
trumpet is waxing louder and louder :—at a time, when- 
the Lord is roaring out of Zion, and uttering his voice 


in ſeruſalem. If but one heathen foul be converted 


and formed by the efforts of the Miſhonary Society, it 1s 
worth all their labour, and all their expenſe, ten times 
told. Let us rejoice, and ſing; “ Not unto us, Lord, 
not unto us; but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
| mercy 
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mercy, and for thy truth's ſake*.” ———Plaintive, 
though not deſponding, ſtrains are required of us, 
| however, by the recent diſpenſations of Providence: 
The ſecond Miſſion: to the South-ſea Iſlands, as you 
know, has been fruſtrated: The enemy purſued, he 
overtook, he divided the ſpoil; yet the Lord cauſed 
him to ſpare, and to pity the captives. The trying 
event was, doubtleſs, permitted for ends ſovereign 
and righteous, yea wiſe and good. It may be the jeſt 
of the infidel, and the ſong of the drunkard : but let us 
not hang our harps on the willows, in the land of ſpiri- 
tual liberty and divine viſion;——Hf, indeed; clerical 
domination, ſecret influence, undue partiality, pride 
and vain glory, have obtained among the Directors of 
the Society ; if there has been, in ſome inſtances, an im- 
proper ſelection of Miſſionaries, which ought to have 
been prevented by minuter enquiry and a longer trial ; 
if, in any inſtance, greater regard has been paid- to 
civil, than to religious qualifications, or to warmth of 
feeling, than to vigour of underſtanding and aptneſs to 
teach; if among the Miſhonaries themſelves there ex- 
iſted ſtrife, who ſhould be the greateſt, or who ſhould 
be ſettled in the moſt comfortable ſituation; if among 
the Members of the Society there has been too much 
confidence in men and means; if we have gloried in 
the Duff ;—1 ſay, if theſe things are fo, let us ſtrike 
the deep notes of ſelf-abaſement, contrition, and ſor- 
row; which are fully conſiſtent with the lofty ſtrains of 


faith, and hope, and joy. The Miſſionary. So- 
cicty, in it's,outſet, paſſed as through the Red Sea, 
* Aal, ev. 2: - 
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and prayers are, therefore, ſtill neceſſary. 


rut work of GENUINE CHRISTIANS. 
The openings in the courſe of Providence were unex- 
petted and extraordinary. But, perhaps, we forgot 


that the journey was only begun ;—that difficulties and 


diſappointments might be looked for. We ſang the 
praiſes of the Lord, when the firſt band of his ranſomed 
paſſed over to the wilderneſs in the Southern Hemiſ- 

phere. Our feelings, I truſt, were warm and pure. 
Yet, perhaps, we ſoon forgot His works. At any rate, 
it is the manner of our God and King, who divideth 
the ſea when the waters thereof roar, and doth accord- 
mg to his pleaſure,—to vilit his people as individuals, 
and in their ſocial capacity, with many trials;—to in- 
ftruQ them in the various notes of praiſc, to teach them 
humility and entire dependence on himſelf, tro make 
his own works greater and more marvellous, “ his 
ways”—eminently “ juſt and true.” There was 
even ſo much mercy mingled with the capture of the 
Duff, and we heard fo ſoon thereafter of part of the 
ways of Providence towards our other brethren that 
how it is a time to fing the ſong of Moſes, the ſervant 
of God, and the ſong of the Lamb. Is it not 


matter of praiſe, alſo, that the people have offered with 


cheerful liberality; as the tribes, when the Tabernacle 
was to be reared; or, like the diſciples, when the 
ſimple yet majeſtic Temple of Meſſiah, the Goſpel- 
church, was firſt building? Is it not matter of praiſe, 


chat ſome have offered themſelves, and amid diſcou- 


raging circumſtances, to go over the great deep, and 
help the remnant that 1s left ? Your contributions 


But 
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But who can properly give, either their prayers, or 
of their ſubſtance, without perſonal godlineſs? Seek ex- 
perience of ſpiritual emancipation by the merit, power, 
and grace of the Worthy Lamb. The paſlage through 
the Red Sea, in a literal ſenſe, was entirely ſingular; 
without a precedent, and withaut a parallel. In a 
figurative ſenſe, however, it is exemplified, as princi- 
pally and once in our Saviour; ſo ſubordinately, and 
often in all his followers, who © muſt through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of Gad.” Be ear- 
neſtly ſolicitous to learn the New Song, which is taught 
by the Spirit alone ; that Spirit who faſhioned and fitted 
Creation for the glory of it's Maker. Man was origi- 
nally appointed, and qualified, to lead the ſong of uni- 
verſal praiſe, and to {well the chorus, in the lower world. 
But, alas, he ſoon marred the harmony, and became 

flent; or ſpake, according to irregular paſſions, with 
a harſh and diſcordant voice ! Sinners, being ſpiritu- 
ally dead, cannot praiſe the Lord: they have gone 
down to the duſt, and cannot celebrate his truth. As 
quickened and formed by divine grace, however, their 
lips are opened, and a new ſong is put into their 
mouths. This ſong is loftier than any anthem which. 
Adam could have raiſed even in Paradiſe, for a time 
the region of melody. Paradiſe regained is ſuperior 
to Paradiſe loſt; though the author of the admirable 
poems ſo called, was miſtaken with regard to their 
comparative merit. Innocent man ſang ſweetly of di- 
vine goodneſs, Believers ſing of mercy, of delzverance 
and ſalvation; and that by the Blood of the Lamb, and 
Rs „ the 
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the arm of the Lord revealed.” You may be ſkilled 
in every art, and in muſic among the reſt; yet, if you 
be ſtrangers to devout praiſe, you are deſtitute of true 
religious taſte, of all others the moſt refined ; and that 
tongue which is your © glory” is not honourably and 
uſefully employed. The very ſeaſon of the year ſuggeſts 
the pathetic exclamation ; © Shall the duſt praiſe. thee ? 
ſhall it declare thy truth?“ We live in a muſical age: 
but, how few poſſeſs any defire to know and to cele- 
brate the wonders of Jehovah! See that you be men 
of another ſpirit ; and that the faculties of your ſouls 
reſemblea muſical inſtrument, whoſe chords are ſtretched 
and tuned. Let there be harmony in your walk and 
converſation. Iſrael, on the day of their deliverance, 
while they ſang, intermixed the ſacred dance. We are 
commanded to © Praiſe” the Lord © in the dance *.“ 
This, as applied to the Goſpel-Church, ſignifies a re- 
gular, conſiſtent, Chriſtian praftice. Give glory to 
the Lord, by performing deeds of benevolence towards 
men, and making the hearts of the poor to ling for joy. 
The whole compaſs of duty is often expreſſed in 
Scripture, and particularly with reference to the Gol. 
pel-church, by the term“ Praiſe,” or © Thankfgioing.” 
What is religious worſhip in all its branches; what is 
moral obedience in all its parts,—but a courſe of grati- 
tude to the God of our ſalvation? © Thy VOWS are 
upon we, O God; I will render praiſes unto thee,” 
„The Gentiles ſhall ſhew forth the praiſes of the Lord.” 
. * Whatſoever ye do in word, or in deed, do all in the 
» Plal. exlix. g. 
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name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God even 
the Father by bim*.” Direct and religious thankſgrv- 
ing is, nevertheleſs, neceſſary. Praiſe is comely. for 
the upright. Think it not ſtrange, when the deep wa- 


ters of affliction, apparently impaſſable, roll acroſs the 


way in which the Lord leads you, by © the Pillar of 
cloud and fire;” after the example of his Son, and by 
means of his Word and Providence. Were Iſrael, in 
effect, “ baptized unto Moſes” the typical Mediator; 
while they paiſed under the cloud, and through the 


ſea? Chriſtian baptiſm implies our faith in the only 


true Mediator, and our engagement to folloy him 
fully. We muſt be baptized with his baptiſm; being 
partakers of his ſufferings, as exemplary. But, faith 
realizes the promiſe. 5 When thou paſſeſt through the 
waters, I am with thee:” Faith, uſing this rod, ſmites 
the waters effectually: Faith lifts up the voice of aſ- 
ſurance, thankſgiving, and triumph,—in the midſt of 
the flood: and Faith looks forward to the happy 
ſhore; where we ſhall enjoy a complete ſalvation, and 
ſing without a figh—— Abhor and bewail the 
dreadful proſtitution of the Song of Moſes, and of the 
Song of the Lamb, in the oppoſite houſe Þ ; proſtitution 


* Pal. Ivi. 22. If, Ix. 5, 6. Col. iii. 17. 


+ Drury-Lane Theatre, where, as in other places, Oratorios are performed. 

It may be neceſſary to inform ſome readers, that theſe conſiſt of ſelections from the 

moſt ſublime paſſages of Scripture ; ſuch as, the Song of Moſes, and of Deborah; 

but, particularly from thoſe relative to Meſſiah, which, being ſet to muſic, are 

| Tung and played by theatrical performers, the ſcum of mankind, in preſence of 

the great and the ſmall vulgar. © Profanum vulgus!” © Inpious rabble !” 

. In the houſes of the nobility and gentry, tog, there arc often Concerts of the ſame 

horrid kind, on the evening of the Lord's Day. Is this a Chriſtian country? ls 
the black banner of Infidelity unfurled in the centre of the Metropolis] 


for 
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for which language wants a name. The wonders of 
Jehovah; the incarnation, ſufferings, death, and tri- 
umphs of his Son,—are made the ſubjeQs of carnal en- 
tertainment. Tell it not in France, publiſh it not in 
the ſtreets of Paris, leſt the children of infidelity re- 
zoice, Greater indignities are done to the Lord our 
Redeemer in ſuch exhibitions and performances; than 
were committed againſt him in the Judgment-hall of 
Pilate, and on mount Calvary. The wicked, calling 
themſelves by his name, inclole him in their aſſembly ; 
they pierce his hands and his feet; and make a mockery 
of his Divine crown. How different from the ſolemn 
afſembly on the banks of the Red Sea! How different 
from the congregation of the Saints! ——— Let all 
preſent, of every rank, and every age, old men, and 
little children, —unite in grave ſweet melody. With 
your joyful aſcriptions mingle fervent prayer. Let 
the people praiſe thee, O God ;—let all the people 
praiſe thee.” —The Apoſtles, theſe princes of Judah, 
Z.cbulun, and Naphtali, wich Paul the Benjamite,— 
were the firſt heralds and ſingers of the exalted Sa- 
viour's renown; and the command ſhall be fully 
obeyed, © Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth “.“ 
It is nearly three hundred years, fince the prophetic 
viſion, to which our text refers, hegan to be fulfilled ; 


* Pf. Ixviii. 27, 32. The preceding verſes evidently reſpe the aſcenſion of 
Chriſt, and the ſequel as elearly refers to the enlargement of his kingdom on 
earth. Now, it is worthy of notice, that the Apoſtles belonged to the tribes of 
Judah, Zebulun, and Naphtal: ; that Paul was a Penjamite, and the laſt of the 
Apoſtles; yet highly diſtinguiſhed ; even as Benjamin was the youngeſt of Jacob's 
ſons, and yet the tribe ſo called roſe to great diſtinction. 


Vide Wits, Miſcel, Sac. Lib. 1. Cap. xxi. Sec. 46. 
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even at the. dawn of the | ReroRMATION. A vaſt 


multitude, in the courſe of that long period, have 
been delivered, renewed, and filled with thankſgiving. 


The time is coming, when, from the ſhores and the 
interior of Africa, from Ethiopia and even Egypt;— 
when, from the extenſive Empires of China and Ruſſia ; 
when, from the woods and wilds of America;—when, 
from the numberleſs Iſlands in the Pacific Ocean); 
when, from the yet unexplored regions of the Globe; 
when, from the North and the South together the 
voice ſhall reſound, © Sing, O ye heavens; for the 
Lox» hath done it: ſhout, ye lower parts of the earth: 
break forth into ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt, and 
every tree therein: for the Loxp hath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael *.” The bright 
Circle around the throne of the Lamb is expanding 


every year, every day: and that Circle embraces the 
firſt Song recorded in the Old Teſtament, and the laſt 


mentioned in the New ; or, the Song of Moſes, and 
the Song of the Lamb;—that Circle celebrates the 
wonders of Jehovah towards his Church in general, and 
towards every one of his ranſomed. What will it be 
to form a part, though it were the leaſt, of the Great 
Congregation! What will it be, with them to review 
all the plans of Providence and Grace completed, all 
the works of God perfetted, all his ways irradiated by 
the light of heaven ;—and with them, having obtained 
final victory over the Antichriſt within, and every Anti- 
chrift without, to“ ſing the Song of Moſes, the ſer- 


© 'If, xlis. 23, 
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3 5 ber God, and the Song of the Lamb; ſaying, Great 


and marvellous are thy works, Lord, God Almighty ; 
juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints. 
Thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 


blood; out of every kindred, and tongue, and peoples 
and nation. e ſo,— Aux! 
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